PUBLICATIONS

@ Specinl Offer for £1.50

Labour Daily? Ins and outs of a new Labour
daily Normally £1 .50 (PLUS)

REJOICE! The Media and the Falklands
Normally 80p

@ The Secrets File by Des Wilson (CFOI)
Heinemann £4.95 CPBF price £3.95

@ Television Mythologies

Comedia/CPBF special price £3.25

@ People Against the Press £7.95.

CPBF price £3.95

@ It Ain't Half Racist, Mum. The book: £2.25
The video: £35 (VHS), £45 (Umatic), £15 (hire)}
® Making News. The 1982 Health dispute.
Video: £35(VHS), £45 (Umatic), £15 (hire)

® Why Their News is Bad News Video: £35
{VHS), £45 (Umatic), £15 (hire)

@ Ireland: The Propaganda War by Liz
Curtis. Pluto Press, CPBF price £4.25

® WHY NOT SEND FOR OUR FULL PUB-
LICATIONS AND VIDEO MAIL ORDER
LIST? Lots of bargain offers.

Fill in & send off with your cheque or

P o: CPRF,
Y potand St, London W1 3DG
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CAMPAIGN DIARY

Gala night in the North-
West

Plans are underway for a celebrity fundraising
revue in Manchester next year.

Taking the theme of Media freedom, it is
hoped that the event will match the success of
such hilarious extravaganzas as The Secret
Policeman's Ball, with a record and video to fol-
low.

Help is needed with all aspects of its organiza-
tion, especially in marketing and promotion.
Members with suggestions, contacts, time or re-
levant skills should contact NW CPBF, 135 Corn
Exchange Building, Hanging Ditch, Manchester
M4 3BN (Tel 061 832 6991).

New research starts

The Campaign is to undertake a new research
programme over the next nine months, with
assistance from a GLC grant. Priorities include
media sexism and racism, the media treatment
of lesbians and gay men, and the way the media
treat people with disabilities.

And the Campeign has a new researcher,
selected from over 150 applicants. Julienne
Dickey has worked for many years with groups
struggling against media sexism. She helped
found the Women's Media Action Group, and
has experience of working with video.

A detailed research programme is being
drawn up, and members are encouraged to con-
tact Julienne if they have experiences or exam-
ples of misrepresentation which might assist her
in this work.

One further exciting prospect is the produc-
tion of a new CPBF video on media sexism.

Offers of help with any aspect of this work to
Julienne at the Campaign Office.

M.E.N. ONLY

The Campaign's North-West Women’s group
has been monitoring sexism in the Manchester
Evening News.

Their report “Men Only — What the M.E.N.
really stands for” examines the way that paper
sensationalises violent assaults on women, belit-
tle’s women's achievements, and panders to the
prurient with “girlie pictures”.

It also makes recommendations about how to
improve coverage of women's issues,

For mere information about the report and
future activities, contact Nancy Jaeger on 061
832 6991.

Local radio in Wales

The Bristol Hotel, Penarth Road, Cardiff was the
venue for a public meeting on local radio in
Wales, organised by the Campaign on Wednes-
day July 31.

Welsh CPBF members are encouraged to keep
in touch with Trevor Jones (0222-396402), 14
Conwy Road, Canton, Cardiff for news of other
events.

Media pilloried over GLC

coverage

The final touches have now been put to the Cam-
paign’s analysis of media treatment of the left-
wing administration at Londen's County Hall
over the last four years.

Put together by Patrick Hughes and Mark
Hollingsworth it makes a fascinating read — by
turns ludicrous and sickening as the media pul-
led out all the stops to rubbish the GLC and its
leadership.

The convenient omissions, the strident anti-
pathy to progressive politics, and the constant
character-assassination and personalising of
issues provide models of how not to report local
politics.

The final irony is that despite all their efforts
the media failed to halt the growing popularity of
the administration as it changed the face of poli-
tics in London, nor to reverse opposition te Tory
plans for the abolition of the GLC.

The CPBF cannot afford to publish it yet, but
photocopies of the draft are available at £1 each
to members. Order through the office.

Campaign sell out!

“Media Hits the Pits” was certainly on target!
The Campaign’s analysis of the media coverage
of the coal dispute is a big hit.

The initial print run of 3,000 is sold out, with
many bulk orders from trades union branches
and community groups. Now another 2,000 have
been printed.

it still cost only £1.50, and is illustrated
throughout with photos and a superb set of Ray
Lowry cartoons.

So if you haven't got yours yet, send off che-
ques or postal orders now to the Campaign
Office.

Aslice ofthe action?

Ever wanted to do something positive about
media bias? Why not come into the Campaign
Office, give us a hand with the admin work, and
spend a few hours developing your own in-
terests.

Volunteers are always welcome. Ring Lesley
or Davy on 01 437 2795.

Youthful images

The Campaign is keen to hear from anyone in-
terested or concerned about the portrayal of
youth by the media.

If you have views, ideas or examples contact
Davy Jones at the Campaign Office on 01 437
0189.

FREE PRESS is edited by Mike Jempson.

Copy and adverts for FP31 should be in,
and preferably typed with double-spacing

(Keep the cash coming

Banker’s Order Form.

k Won the pools? Share it with the CPBF,

The GLC has at last released our grant for the current year. But
the Campaign still needs to build for the future.

With an expanding membership and broadening responsibil-
ties, we still need donations on a regular basis.

Can you afford to share some of your income? Send for our

Have you recruited any new members yat? Choose a FREE
book from our catalogue with every five you sign up.

by September 1st.

funded
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Mirror Group deputy chair Robert Ed-
wards made the announcement in re-
sponse to the Campaign for Real People
launched this summer by the NUJ's
Equality Council.

The Campaign, backed by the CPBF,
the Equal Opportunities Commission and
the Commission for Racial Equality, aims
to do away with stereotyping in British
journalism.

Mr Edward’s announcement came after
the Mirror had been congratulated for its
positive response to the Campaign - and
criticised for still adorning its pages with
“pin-ups”.

He acknowledged that “crude topless
pictures” (sic) were offensive, but denied
that pictures of “pretty girls” amounted to
soft porn.

Dismissing “the rather anatomical pic-
tures that the Sun and the Star regard as
of such commercial importance”, Mr Ed-
wards said that refusing to “publish pic-
tures of pretty girls would be a ludicrous

I\_i_!ct of self-destruction”.

“Soft porn” will no longer appear in the Daily Mirror, but “pretty
girls” and animals will continue to be among its sales gimmicks,

“Girls are pretty,” he went on, “And
women recognise that fact. Men are not so
pretty but we have a good ration of pic-
tures of men whom women like — such as
Roger Moore and TV heart-throbs.”

“We go in for a lot of animal pictures, of
which sex [ do not know,” he said, assuring
the Campaign that the Mirror will never
again print pictures it regards as pornog-
raphic.

The Mirror's response is an indication of
how difficult it will be to get over the no-
tion of pigeon-holing people for the sake of
journalistic convenience.

A spokesperson for the Campaign said
later: “Journalists usually portray women
either as sex objects or in terms of their
domestic respongibilities.

“Either way women are undermined,
and men and women are encouraged to
regard them as second class citizens. We
hope journalists will ditch stereotypes and
cliches of all sorts. They are out-dated and
unrealistic and cause offence and discri-
mination.” )

'FBBC faces
‘“the bloodiest
industrial battle

ithasever seen”

Slashing cuts at the BBC, with basic
services farmed out to private con-
tractors and the loss of 4,000 jobs,
have caused consternation among
the broadcasting unions.

Tony Hearn of the Broadcasting Enter-
tainment Trades Alliance has forecast “the
bloodiest industrial battle the BBC has ever
seen” if the cuts and restructuring package is
implemented,

The first union representatives heard ab-
out the plans, devised by BBC governors and
senior management without consulting stafT,
was at a brief meeting on July 17 cut short by
a Press Conference to announce them to the
public.

Later NUJ Broadcasting Officer and
CPBF Nat Cttee member John Foster said:
“The BBC is yielding to political pressure
either put on it already or likely tobe putinit
by the outcome of the Peacock Committee.”

“These plans reveal significant changes in
BBC programme policy in TV and radio,
nationally, regionally and locally, They imp-
ly a restructuring which will lead to the
break up of the Corporation.”

He warned that media unions remain
totally opposed to privatisation of “the pre-
mier broadcasting organisation in Britain.”

While independent programme makers
may welcome news that the BBC intends to
increase its output of “bought in” material
from 20 to 150 hours a week, there is grave
concern that this will simply lead to rampant
competition, with profits overiding consid-
erations of the public interest and an inevit-
able reduction in wages and conditions.

Set alongside the Home Secretary’s plans
for private radio stations and the creation of
the Cable Authority, the BBC's announce-
ment is the clearest indication yet that the
government wants the private sector to de-
termine what should or shouldn’t be seen and
@arﬂ by the British public. F

(C ommunity Radio o
signsofa
breakthrough?

On the eva of the Home Secretary’s
announcement about daregulating
Britain's airwaves, exploratory mestings
gotunder way betwesn the Broadcasting
Entartainment Trades Alliance and the
Community Radio Association.

One firm item on future agendas will be
someaform of agreement for union sanction
of community radio schemaes with
professionals working alongside
volunteers, in non-profit making,
democratically controllad local projects.

This could signal the and of traditional
hostilities between broadcasting unions
and volunteer enthusiasts,

The diffaring views in this long-running
dabate are rehearsed in this month's FREE
PRESS SUPPLEMENT.
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The media-—
long arm of
the State

The Thatcher government has twice been
elected on a promise to lessen state control
over the institutions of our society.

Strange then, to have witnessed the alarming
growth of police powers, legal changes restrict-
ing trade union and other democratic rights and
the use of the security services to investigate
antj-nuclear campaigners among the many
others now included in that widening category,
‘the enemy within'.

At a meeting organised by the CPBF, together
with Journalists Against Nuclear Extinction
(JANE) and Media Women for Peace, nearly 100
people ceme along to a discussion about how the
media have reported this paradox, and even, at
times of crisis, become very closely identified
with the interests of the ‘state’.

Tam Dalyell MP impressed the meeting with
his encyclopedic recall of dirty deeds behind
closed doors during the Falklands War,

Jane Hickman, a solicitor with long experi-
ence of court battles involving the Greenham
women, gave a fascinating account of the
media’s love-hate relationship with Greenham
over the years.

And Cathy Lloyd from the Public Order Re-
search Group looked at the failure of the media
to inform us about the outrageous abuses of
police and legal powers during the coal dispute.

The discussion was lively and interesting and
the role of the CPBF and the other organising
groups was warmly acknowledged.

The Campaign should be organising regular
meetings of this type. If any members have ideas
for topics that need airing, or could help with
organising them, please ring the office and let us
know.

HEADLINE
NEWS
AGENCY

if it's headline news — or you
think it should be — then
tell us about itt

We're Manchester's newest
and brightest freelance
press agency.

We supply NUJ copy at
any time and at
reasonable rates.

36 Peter Street
Manchester M2 5GR
061-832-8967

LETTERS 7

Media treatment of lesbians and gay
men displays a sneering hostility
which should not be tolerated.

Such public humiliation and trivialisation
has been matched only by the dangerously
distorted coverage given to AIDS, calculated
tainduce public panic and near hysteria if not
physical assault and ostracism of gay men.

Now the National Union of Journalists is
attempting to put its own house in order. On
the instructions of its national delegate con-
ference two booklets have been published to
help journalists to mend their ways, “Guide-
lines for reporting on homosexuality” and
“AIDS and the Media” have been published
by the NUJ's recently created Equality
Council and Lesbian and Gay Group, backed
by the CPBF and the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality.

Coples available from NUJ, Acorn House,
Grays Inn Road, London WC1

NUJ launches guidelines on gays & AIDS

Meanwhile the London Media Project has
begun a major research project into images of
lesbians and gays on TV and radio, with the
Hall Carpenter Memorial Archive.

A TV and radio producer will co-ordinate
the research. Philip Adams is algo 8 member
aof the NUJ Lesbian and Gay group.

His firat task will be to recruit 200 volun-
teers nationwide to moniter an as yet undis-
closed week of televigion and radio out put.

“Lesbians and gays have claimed for years
that radio end TV perpetuate prejudice
against them,” Adams explains. “We have
gone to considerable lengths to ensure that
our methodology doesn’t prejudice the re-
sults of this massive monitoring exercise.”

The results should be evaluated by Christ-
mas, and will be discussed at a conference
early in 1986.

Volunteers wishing to help the LMP
should contact Philip Adams at the
LMP, 237 Pentonville Road, London N1
8NJ, Tel 278 6601.

London
Programme
inthe dock

Critics of a contentious London
Weeakend Television documemmz on
the redevelopment of London’s dock-
land have discovered that the TV com-
pany had a planning application in to
the government's Dockland Develop-
ment Corporation (LDDC) of the time.

LWT has since been given the go-ahead for its
warehouse scheme in the Surrey Docks.

Described os “a slick piece of public relafions for
the LDDC" by FREE PRESS editor Mike Jempscn on
Channel 4's Video box, the London Programme film
has baen roundly condemned by local.community
groups, incleding those who paricipated in it.

They claim it was biosed, inaccurole and untruth-
ful. Members of the Cherry Garden Action Commil-
tee in Southwark, who ook part, found “the whole
business distasteful” and want another chonce 1o
put forward local views.

Some critics of the LDDC were edited out of the
progromme, ond because all the positive staiements
about the government appoinled corporation were
made by professional communicators, local views
came over as amateurish and unimporant.

This is just the lofest in o series of eriticisms of
recent London Progrommes on LWT. Earlier this
year sensalional frealment of AIDS ond racial har-
rossment coused anger and anxiety especially
omong goy ond black organizations.

® CPBF members in East London have hegun
thetr own investigation into the way the Dock-
land area is becoming a “media city”,

The LDDC runs its own freesheet and has an
interest tn the loval cable franchise. News Inier-
national, the Telegraph and The Guardian are
all moving to Docklands, where there is already a
Mercury satellite recetving station, TV studios
and British Telecom salellite dishes.

Anyone willing to help should contact Mike
Jempson on 01 480 7332,

BLADESTOCK

Anew bookdistribution agency, run by and
specialising in black authors, has just laun-
ched its first catalogue.

Bladestock, based in Lambeth, is run by
Charlene Mertens and Ivor Osborne. Their
initiative is designed to assist black writers
and publishers to reach the expanding mar-
ket among black and white readers for
poetry, novels and other works by black
authors,

Already over 20 major mainstream and
independent publishers have agreed to wse
their services.

Bladestock have been backed by the
Greater London Enterprise Board with a
£45,000 loan. Their first catalogue “Third
World Poets: Metropolitan Minorities” is
available from Bladestock on 01 877 6163.

No comment

In the last issue of FREE PRESS we men-
tioned lan Juniper's efforis to persuade the
Mirror that its coverage of the coal dispute
was  binsed, . and- that. it inaccurately- por-
trayed public reaction when the Maxwell
train made a “pit stop’ in Nottingham.

He has continued with his efforts, lobbying
columnist Paul Foot in particular. Since re-
ceiving the letter printed below he has taken
his complaints to the Mirror Ombudsman Sir
William Wood.

Mr Maxwell describes the Ombudsman's
Jjob as *justice with a quick service - an in-
stant and impartial investigation”. Sir Wil-
liam has been in post since March. The Cam-
paign was one of the first to contact him, and
in still waiting for a reply.

Take FREE PRESS on holiday - and drop us a line about your views on the Fourth
Estate. Letters, typed, double-spaced and to the point, please, by September 1.

Financing new papers®

May I suggest that we consider - with
modifications to sutt our country — some
of the press freedoms now practised in
other countries.

In Sweden, for example, since 1971
there has been financial support from the
government for newspapera reaching
lesa than half the households in their
virculation area

In Britain only one town has more
than a single newspaper, but in Sweden,
where there were 50 communities with
competing dailies, the number had
dropped to 20 in the early seventies. Yet
today 19 of them still have more than
one.

In that country the government makes
annual granis lo all the political parties
to help their newspapers. I have been
driven to the conclusion that in our
country there should be such a grant to
all parties in proportion to their vote at
the previous general election

This would be for new papers, addi-
tional to those in publication now. All
political groups would benefit.

In the first year, because of high estab-
lishment costs, there should bea grant or
loan of, say, £15 mullions, and subse-
quently an annual grant overall of £5m
{the cost of one quarter of a Tornado
aircraft!}

There would be no interference in the
staffing, running or contents of the new
papers.In Sweden the biggest Conserva-
tive paper, Svenska Dagbladet, received
tast year the maximum subsidy of £3%%
millions.

A CPBF friend argues that political
parties could not run newspapers. The
Sunday Citizen, formerly Reynolds
News, was owned by the Co-op, and the
Daily Herald, with a circulation at one
lime of ttwo million or six mitlion read-
ers, was run by the unions gnd the
Labour Party,

There are many other examples from
abroad

Surely this would not be too high o
price to pay for a little more fairness in
our press and thus in our democracy.

Frank Allaun
South Drive
Manchester 21

Doubie Standards?*

On the day the London Standard proud-
Iyannounced its part in the squashing of
the “Pimlico Dole Ring™, 1 phoned the
paper and was put on to a deliberately
anonymous gent with a Scottish accent
in the newsroom.

L enquired as to why there had been no
news of the two Midlands surgeons dis-
missed for “diddling” the NHS of pay-
ments, The paper does not “follow up”
slories outside London, | was informed.

But why ne mention at all, I asked.
Dole diddlers can (rightly) espect ne
mercy from the Standard, whereas
DHSS diddlers could expect to be offered
an ad for a private hospital, I suggested.
I was cut off.

The same edition referred to the re-
run TGWU Gen Sec election under a
headline “Low poll blow for Wright”. It
reported that “Mr Wright's supporters
were hoping for e high turnout of voters
attracted by publicity around the origin.
ai balfot.”

Az the Standard had supplied Mr
Wright with a great deal of such public-
sy, I asked whether the paper had
charged and been paid for its assistance.

1 was told it was “highly uniikely”.

Dave Shepherd
CPSA
Marsham St, London SW1

Double take*

On Saturday June 6 Neil Kinnock made
what I consider to be a major speech in
Edinburgh in which he promised to sack
McGregor and re-instate 202 sacked
miners when the next Labour govern-
ment comes [0 power.

It was only briefly mentioned on the
early news on BBC and ITV, but not a
mention on any channel in later bulle-
tins.

Even as the cricket results were being
reported 1 phoned both networks and
asked for the duty officer. I complained
about this bias, and in the case of ITN
drew atlention loan item about an inter-
vtew between Mrs Thatcher and David
Frost (which had not by then been
officially broadcast!)

Name

|
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Frameworks
ﬁ

The campaign professionals

Media training

Media training with Frumeworks and TV Co-op gives you a
strategy for handling the media. We'll show you how to get
your message across the way veu want 1o - and how to
respond when the going gets rough in the newspapers, and
on TV and radio. Or we can tailor a course specifically to
your needs, in or out of London. For more information, fill
inthe form below and post it to Frameworks, 195 Watworth
Road, London SE17 IRP or telephone ((1) 701 8262.

----------- 1

i Pammnterested in your media training courses,
i Please send me Turther information,

Organisation

The BBC said my complaint would be
mentioned in the right quarters. ITN
lold me it was entirely “up to the news
editor” as to what wen! in and what was
left out. But again my complaint would
be passed on.

On the Sunday again ne mention was
made of the Kinnock speech in the early
morning news on our local radio station
Radio Merseyside.

Againl complained.

The young woman irho answered the
phone said the “news editor is not yet in™,
Very courteously she thanked me for my
interest and said she would mention it,
ete, Yet again - no action. In each case |
mentianed the CPBF!

Fred Price
Warkworth Court
Ellesmere Port.

* An asterisk indicates that a ietter has
been adited

Peace by peace

Peace by Peace iz a tour designed to show
the connections between alf groups con-
cerned with the quality of life and the
well being of the environment, people
and antmals of thes planet. To show that
all these concerned are united in their
opposition toexploitation tnallits forms.

it hopes to promote an awareness of
this common aim and to establish con-
tact with people, places and tdeas that
many encournge growth and change
through peace.

We feel that what often appears ta be
apathy stems largely from a lack of or
suppression of information and that if
more people were aware of what is being
done ‘in their name' many more people
would speak out.

Of course there are vested interests
who are content for things to remain as
they are and these must be exposed. We
hape to do this by means of an exhibition.
literature stall, videos and meetings
with the help of local people round the
country. =

If you feel you would like to be involved
or can help in any way i.e. with food or
finances or support, please get in touch
with the local contact listed below. or
Just came along,

We are struggling to get on the road
with less financial help than we had
hoped for - if all your members could
send a smalil donation — no matter hew
small - it would help enormoustv

The Gardens, Overy Road, Kings Lynn.
Norfolk

FP adds:
Tour dates and contacts for August:

2. 4-Petersfield (Ann Morgan
James, 0730-89105)

7- 8-Portsmouth (Sean Walsh,
103b Victoria Road, Southsea,
Hants)

8-11-Brambles Farm Festival,
Portsmouth (Alan Randle, 0705-
252887)

12-15- Exeter (Kevin Murphy, 0392-
77032)

16-19- Bristol (Andy & Pat, 0272-
771513)

21-23-Merthyr Tydfil{Anthony
Evens, 0885-73231)

24-28- Aberystwyth (Jo
Engelkamp, Talybont 838)

atthe arts frotn & woman's polnt of view
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Interview with Pulitzer prize winner

Alice Walker

Growing up in the 50's: Liz Heron on
women and autobiography

The glossy magazines: why do we
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Choosing books for children
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6 REVIEWS

Power without responsibility

As Mafx might have said: “The media are
the opium of the people.”

The tabloids take people’s minds off
things that matter onto things that don't.
They tell lies, but most of all they sefect the
news, playing up what pleases the mil-
lionaire proprietors and playing down or
omitting entirely news that is “unhelp-
ful”.

An excellent and well-documented analy-
sis and history of how this situation came
about has been provided by James Curran
and Jean Seaton., | recommend it to all
CPBF supporters.

To the original (published in 1981) there
have been added three new and valuable
chaptiers, bringing the story up-to-date.

One criticism I would make is that they
spend to much time on what is wrong with
the media, which most trade union, CND
and Labour Party members already know
very well, and not enough on what to do
about it.

Some CPBF members have urged that
each proprietor should not be allowed to
own mere than one national newspaper.

Unfortunately there are ways of circum-
venting this, for instance by an owner giv-
ing papers to his wife, child or another rela-
tive or close business associate.

This book proposes breaking up the
mighty press combines by divesting them of
some of their papers and encouraging their
take-over by former employees.

‘The authors deal in the final chapter with
the statutory right of reply. There is little
about the industrial right of reply, exer-
cised with great effect in the last 12 months
by the print unions. I can onfy hope that my
own union, the National Union of Journal-
ists, will be ready to take an equally
courageous stand against press and broad-

casting distortion. by Frank Allaun

Power without Responsibility:

The Press and Broadcasting in Britain
by James Curren and Jean Heaton
University Paperbacks, Methuen, £6.95.

Starters’ Orders

The CPBF doesn't feature in “Modern News-
paper Practice”.

Small wonder. It is, after all, only “an intro-
duction to all aspects of newspaper journalism
and the journalist's world” which “devotes
sections to controversial and often neglected
issues such as cheque book journalism, bias
and distortion, news management, legal res-
trictions and advertising.”

Hardly the concerns of the Campaign.

F.W. Hodgson knows his stuff. What's wor-
rying is that he's passing on so blinkerad a view
to the starry-eyed hopefuls who will learn
much of the basic technical skills of their trade

on NCTJ and in-house courses.

Women don’t get much of a look in. Blacks
hardly exist. The Press Council emergas with a
clean bill of health. And the print unions are
censured for censoring the news by stopping
the presses.

The weaknesses really show up in the bib-
liography with no mention of the wealth of
critical and progressive literature on the media
published in recent years.

There is plenty of good, sound advice and
information but don‘t think you know it all
when you've learned it off by heart.

Modern Newspaper Practice by F.W.
Hodgson. Heinnemann p.b. £8.95
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EQUALITY RULES

The Greater London Enterprise Board has pro-
duced a snappy and reasonably comprehensive
guide to getting rid of discriminatory practices in
the workplace.

‘Organising for Equality’ makes the case for
equal opportunities and gives clear information
on the law, equal pay, hiring and interviewing
stafl, training and promotion and sexual and
racial harassment.

More subtle, institutional forms of discrimina-
tion (often felt most acutely) which stem from
the unacknowledged dominance of white, able-
bodied, male attitudes in the workplace, are also
dealt with.

Cath Jackson's telling cartoons help to under-
line how far we have to go just to get equality on
the agenda.

Perhaps the CPBF should send this booklet
around the major media workplaces asking how
they match up as employers. Or CPBF members
working in the media might like to make their
own investigations.

By Leslay Wood

Organising for Equality
GLEB, £1

POISONOUS IMAGES

WATCHING TELEVISION 3

Channel 4 betrays gays

When C4 started, its commit-
ment was to minority program-
ming. Meetings in 1982 with
senior C4 personnel, which I
attended, made it absolutely
clear that gay people would
finally have coverage to coun-
terbalance the vicious
homophobia pumped out by
the BBC and ITV. That promise
has been betrayed.

Even in the early days, it was
clear that producers were get-
ting cold feet about gay prog-
rammes,

Although some women and
blacks had been appointed to
influential positions, gay media
workers were, and remain, left
out in the cold.

C4 staff were found to just as
homophobic as their BBC col-
leagues ~ indeed, many had
moved across from the BBC,

C4 initially got a very hostile
press and Tory backbenchers
were incensed about proposals
for gay programmes. Public
hostility came to a head over
the 1983 New Year's Day broad-
cast of a multi-feature gay prog-
ramme.

Jeremy Isaacs, C4's chief ex-
ecutive, decided simply to
abandon the commitment to
cover gay issues properly. Af-
ter a few months, C4 executives
were saying that no promises
had ever been given in the first
place.

When I appeared on a C4

panel (Dec 1982) discussing
minority programming, both
the producer, Jane Carter, and
the presenter, Gus McDonald,
told me that what was required
was a general discussion; spe-
cific, hard-hitting attacks on
media heterosexism should be
avoided. Although I ignored
this pressure it represented the
shape of things to come.

Later, whilst serving on the
NCCL's gay rights committee, [
asked Paul Madden, commis-
sioning editor for minorities,
why C4 had chickened out of its
gay coverage.

He made two points. First, the
mood of the country was deeply
reactionary, broadcasters had
to bide their time, etc.

Secondly, there was a new
policy; instead of puiting gays
into a broadcasting ghetto, like
Asians and West Indians, the
idea was integration.

The idea was terrific, but it
was not implemented. The
cowardly and preposterous de-
cision of the makers of Brook-
side to follow the other chan-
nels’ policy on serious soap
operas of having exclusively
heterosexual fictional charac-
ters, is especially damaging.

Apart from being a blatant
distortion of reality it misses
the opportunity of presenting
gays as integral members of
society.

Or take the ‘Comment’ slot,

produced by Fiona Maddocks,
whom I spoke to early in
March. She ensures that
women and black speakers are
regularly invited. But in over
two years not a single speaker had
ever spoken about gay rights!

I expressed my astonishment
that a channel supposedly dedi-
cated to minorities should have
so signally failed the largest
minority of all. She saw no
reason for change. Why didn’t I
write to her?

I wrote, suggesting myself;
she declined my offer. By what
peverse logic can Maddocks en-
sure party political balance,
and full ethnic and women’s
representation, yet ignore gays
completely?

Religious coverage is further
evidence of C4's swifi march to
the right.

A 1983 poll recorded a cur-
rent church-going Christian
community of about 11% of the
population (about the same as
the homosexual population).
This minority already has, on
BBC and ITV, spectacularly
disproportionate air and
screen time; and here is C4, sup-
posedly designed to cater for
these ignored by broadcasters
hitherto, adding still more.

Last yvear, C4's ‘Opinions’ ran
three programmes on alterna-
tives to Victorian morality. Not
only were all three contributors
heterosexual, but one of them,

| By Mark Lilly |

Jeffrey Bernard of “The Specta-
tor’ subscribes to an extreme
form of homophobia. Another
moral forum programme ‘Are
You Taking the Tablets' (20
June 85) featured Derek Jame-
son, the ex-editor of “News of
the World” and an extreme
homophobe.

It is difficult to convey to
heterosexual readers the sense
of outrage that gay people feel
at the fact that these two are
given credibility by their
appearances. It is as if ‘Eastern
Eye' suddenly found them-
selves with Harvey Proctor and
Patrick Harrington as presen-
ters.

A major part of the problem
stems from the ignorance and
hostility of the presenters. A
few weeks after my first
appearance on ‘Right to Reply’,
Gus Macdonald was making
the ludicrous suggestion that
the anti-gay lobby should be
heard alongside gay activists.

I appeared on ‘Right to Rep-
ly’ again, in 1984, Macdonald in-
troduced my contribution by
saying that I wanted C4 to‘have
the courage’ o put gay people
on the screen. This gave the im-
pression that such a thing was
risky, daring and courageous —
a complete distortion of my
point, that C4 itself is distorting
reality by excluding gays.
There is nothing creditable -
certainly not ‘courageous’ - in
putting it right.

Miner’s classics
FORMAT Some remarkable books are beginning to
PHOTOGRAPHERS appear about the miners’ marathon
struggle.
Two whick capture striking images of
. . the dispute, but in very different media,
Awomen's collective are “Deep Digs™ Pluto's chronicle of car-
toons from 28 artists who supporied the
PICTURE LIBRARY miners, and a superb collection of photo-
& graphs by News Line photographers,
COMMISSION WORK Kathy and P.J. Arkell, Ray Rising and
Sean Smith.
Both books serve as a timely reminder
o ' -609 3439 of what the dispute was really about, and

how little the media did to inform people.

Deeper Digs: Cartoons of the Miners’
Strike
Pluto Press £3.50

25 Horsell Road, Islington,
London N5 1 XL

The Miners’ Strike in Pictures
New Park E5

GREENWOOD

COMMUNICATIONS

Magazine & Editorial,

brochure 404 St John St design,

production Lon don?icn‘l ~  pasteup
01-278 6965

In the Seventies fast food giants
MacDonalds massacred and
minced five million steers. And
cut down 300 square miles of
forest sach year for napkins and
paper plates.

By 1980 they had 20% of the US
fast food wmarket, and were
spending 300 million dollars a
year on advertising.

30 years ago Vance Packard be-
gan to unpick the wool being pul-
led over our eyes by American
advertising techniques in “The
Hidden Persuaders”.

Now William Meyers tells us
how they have perfected their
winning ways and continue to
con us in pursuit of obscene pro-
fits — at whatever cost. For them
honesty and integrity are simply
catchphrases.

Although “The Image-Makers”
concentrates on America, the
graffiti has long been on our
walls.

Watch out, These avil manipu-
lators are after our newspapers,
cable networks, satellite TV and
deregulated local radio.

MJ
Tha image-Makers
Secrets of successful advertising
by William Meyers
Orbis £12.95

Never mind the quality — how
much TV do you watch? and what
state of mind are you in when you
switch on - and off.

More to the point, how much
has TV come to influence chil-
dren, their education and their ex-
pectations?

Marie Winn, an American wri-
ter for children and parents, has
revised her classic study of 1977
to bring us more warnings about
the insidious impact of the
“goggle-box”.

We all watch more TV than ever
before, and TV is often the easy
way out, for parents and children
—like junk food. And it does us as
much good.

Inter-parsonal communication
suffers, along with children’s
reading, writing and imaginative
development.

She prescribes abstinence, par-
tial or absolute, especially with
Cable in the offing, offering stale
diets of yet more mindless rub-
bish. “The Plug-in Drug” raises
issues we would be foolish to
ignore.

D.L.
The Plug-in Drug: television, children
and the family
By Marie Winn
Penguin £3.95

The prestigious Grierson Award for
documentary films this year went to six
short, sharp videos made in support of
the miners’ cause.

Produced by ACTT film technicians, film
workshops and NUJ members, the cam-
paigning video tapes have been shown up
and down the country, but have yet to be

Miners' tapes

win award —

but no airtime

who co-ordinated the making of the tapes
alongside technicians and others who gave
their assistance free of change.

The tapes are among films, books and
photographic displays that feature in the
Coal Not Dole catalogue just published by
the Northern Film and TV Archive.

shown on mainstream tv networks.

Over 4,000 copies of the tapes, made in
collaboration with Kent, S. Wales, Der-
byshire, Northumberland, and Yorkshire
areas of the NUM, have been distributed so

far in Britain alone,

Copies continue to do the rounds in Au-
Denmark,

stralia, Belgium, Canada,

Greece, Holland,

point of view.

The media and
the coal dispute

150

available from CPBI Office

pose,

nominated films.

Ireland,
Netherlands, Sweden, the USA and West
Germany, raising a great deal of much-
needed cash for mining communities.
Perhaps this is why tv companies have
kept them off our screens. The tapes are
unambiguously supportive of the miners’

‘The tapes were made to redress the bias |
in media coverage of the coal dispute, to
win backing for the miners, and to raise
funds for the men, women and children
who fought to save their communities.

The Grierson Award goes to films which §
are innovative, fulfil their intended pur-
and extend the boundaries of
documentary form. The Miners' Tapes top-

ped a short-list of 10 selected from over 120 \&t&%
L9} AN

Copies are available from Trade Films of
Gateshead and Platform Films of London

Italy, the

Stewart MacKinnon of Trade Films (L) and Chris
Revvesof Platform Filma receive theiraward at the 351



4. INTERNATIONAL

———e—

REVIEW

Though far removed from their subject matter,
American-based academics William Hatchen
and Anthony Gifford have put together carefully
researched informative material. They present a
clear picture of the grim existence which black
people have to live with in apartheid South Afri-
ca,
Their introduction includes a damning litany
of the hardships faced by the majority popula-
tion in a very rich country: “impoverished,
illiterate, malnourished and politically power-
legs.”

And the South African Press reflects the ex-
tent of the conflicts and divisions between black
and white people — political, economic and
ethnic.

The 5. African government views all opposi-
tion to apartheid as part of a so-called “total
onslaught” of communism against ils power and
interests.

To combat opposition it has developed a “total
strategy” including press censorship, and the
imposition of heavy penalties upon those who
fail to conform to laws and codes on press report-
ing.

No sex please —

it's Brazilian

In Brazil some film-makers have evaded
the military regime’s ban on overtly poli-
tical cinema by subverting the peculiarly
Brazilian soft-core ‘pornochanchada’
genra.

When independent film company Visions
took a sideways look at this response to cen-
sorship for Channel 4 they ran into a peculiarly
British ban.

Any hope that the IBA might take a less
censorious line after the non-prosecution of
“M15's Official Secrets” and the successful
SCUM appeal were smashed after the June
banning of "Brazil: Cinema, Sex and the Gener-
als”.

Carefully chosen extracts from the films illus-
trated points made by the directors and critics
interviewed. Producer Simon Hartog avoided
material he knew could not ba shown on British
television and slightly amended a couple of
extracts after discussion with Paul Bonner of
Channel 4.

The IBA didn‘t follow its normal procedure of
asking to see possibly “contentious” material
well in advance of transmission,

Sometime on the Wednesday the program-
me was due to be transmitted, Dermot
O'Hagen, Peter Ashforth and another IBA offic-
er viewed the programme and referred it up-
wards to Director of Television David Glen-
cross, who was meeting with the Independent
Television Companies Association and
couldn’t be reached until early evening.

The ban came at around 6.00, just five hours
before scheduled transmission,

The following day the director of another
item on Visions rang the IBA to complain about
the banning of his item along with the alleged
“porn”. After being given the runaround he
ended up with Peter Ashforth, one of the offic-
ers rasponsible.

Mistaking the director for a disappointed
Brazilian cinema buff Ashforth launched into a
vehement attack on the programeme: “you ha-
ven't missed anything at all - it's absolute tripe,
gratuitously tasteless and offensive from start
to finish, just clips from pornographic movies

Beyond Redemption?

Zolile Mbali opens a new dossier on the
8. African press

The Press and Apartheid

Repression and Propaganda in South Africa
C.A.Gifford & W.A. Hachten

Macmillan £24

Even the papers meant to cater for black peo-
ple are white-owned. This means that there are
limits on what may or tay not be written about
the status quo, even by black staff members and
editors.

The closure of the Rand Daily Mail is one ex-
ample of what can happen to outspoken papers
which are too pro-black people in their style and
content.

Black people will only be able to publish their
views fully when they own the papers they read.
But if such publications automatically attract
closure, it’s a true Catch 22,

The boock makes clear how the S. African gov-
ernment has used the media as part of its prop-
aganda apparatus. In the “Muldergate” affair,
large sums of public money were used to “win
friends and punish enemies in S. Africa and
abroad.” Cabinet ministers were amoung those
involved, highlighting the extent te which the
government values press manipulation as a
means of presenting their policies in a more
favourable light.

With the press in chains the government
appears invincible to those who suffer most.
Rumour replaces truth, defeatism is drummed
into people generating frustration which can so
easily ignite in communal violence,

And when opposition is officially identified as
communism or terrorism, the vicious circle is
completed by further repression.

The authors chronicle the role of the press and
broadcasting in the maintenance of apartheid.
Make sure it's in your local library.

John Jennings Appeal

Don't forget that the threat of a libel action still
bangs over the head of former CPBF Secretary
John Jennings for an article which appeared in Free

by o RS T B B e R R B
The Freedom Association 18 suing him. e

Keep sending in the cheques for John's defence
campaign. A John Jennings Defence Fund has been
sot up. Bend your dorations ¢/o CPBF, 9 Poland St,
W13DG.

with no insight inta politics at all”. So much for
balanced, impartial judgment.

As reprehensible as the |IBA’s slapdash phi-
listinism was the silence of most of the British
press on the ban. Althougbh the story was put
out by the Press Association on the Thursday
morning not one paper carried the story next
day.

It was left to Libération in Paris to break it
with a three column feature followed by a full
page in Rio's Journal de Brasil.

It wasn't until the following Monday that the
serious issues raised by the ban were taken up,
first by the Guardian's Media Page, then by the
Financial Times, City Limits, the New States-
man, the Listener and Broadcast.

By effectively stifling debate on the subject,
the press is, as responsible as the 1BA for the
fate of the unfortunate Visions.

By JULIAN PETLEY
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ce Column will return in
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Readers International announces a
remarkable series in contemporary

world literature. Each hardcover
volume, by subscription, is just

£4%

Your subscription begins with I Dreamt the Snow
was Burning by Antonio Skirmeta

In the last days of Allende the growing political
tension in Santiago fuses with the dreams and eva-
sions of a flca-bitten catertainer and the drive of a
cynical young country boy to win at football and lose
his virginity, I Dreami ihe Snow was Burning is
hailed by Le Monde as “one of the best pieces of
committed literature to emerge from Latin Amer-
ica”. Published in necarly a dozen Evropean lan-
guages, Antonio Skirmela's important novel is at
last available in English.

Every other month you reccive a new volume in
this series. Each is an attractive hardcover edition,
many with original woodcuts and illustrations, yours
a1 the series price of £4.50 plus 50p for postage.
(Retail prices up 10 £10). If at any time you wish to
cancel, simply notify RI in writing.

Fire from the Ashes, edited by Kenzaburo Oe,
collects Japanese storics from the late 1940s 10 the
present showing the deep and abiding effects of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Japanese society over
forty years.

In the witty storics of My Merry Mornings Ivan
Klima, a popular young writer during the 1968 Pra-
guc Spring, chronicles the absurditics and quict cor-
ruption of Czech life today.

(Retail prices
averdage £8.50)

Readers like you have already helped launch the
works below to criticat acclaim as part of RI's unique
publishing program:

To Bury Our Fathers, by Sergio Ramirez, Nicar-
apua’s master novelist (Retail price £9.95)

A Cadre School Life: Six Chapters Yang Jiang’s
moving account of the Chinese Cultural Revolution
(Retail price £6.50)

Forthcoming R1 selections include fiction by Palesti-
nian, Filipino and Polish writers. Each was initially
buanncd, censored or writlen in exile. R is particu-
larly comumitied to conserving literature in danger,

Please return the coupon right away to receive your
first book

READERS INTERNATIONAL
8 Strathray Gardens
London NW3 4NY

Please begin my subscription to RI's new series,
beginning with { Dreamt the Snow was Burning.
Every other month 1 receive a new hardback,
cach a1 the £4.50 subscriber price (+ 50p
postage). At any time I may cancel my subscrip-
tion simply by wriling to you.

Name

Address

Town Postcode

Oty cheque to Readers International for £5.00

enclosed.

SPECIAL SAVINGS: | want to save money,

and save RI billing costs. by paying £21.00 plus

postage for my first six volumes in your annual

SCTies.

1 enclose my cheque for £24.00 incd. postuge
Rel F'M)

CPBF raceives a generous commission on all
subscriptions from this advert.
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Challenging racismin
thelocal press

Raising awareness of racism in the way events and issues are covered in all
parts of the media remains a crucial task.
The local paper is one place where positive action can take place. It is
closer to the community and often feeds the rest of the media with news.
Community groups must take up cudgels with editors who show no
respect for their lives and interests, and continue to insist upon accurate and

eguable coverage.

When confronted by a community
group over a biased front page report
on a festival for black youth, Hackney
Gazette editor Roger Jones said “I
accept we were at fault. We slipped
up.'!

The report detailed two minor thefts dur-
ing the 12-hour “Big, Broad and Massive”
festival organised by Hackney Youth in
Progress (HYIP) and attended by more
than 7,000 black youths from all over Lon-
don. The paper did not cover the festival
itself.

Yet the editor did not see it as an “issue” that
the same {March 26} edition had given good
coverage, including a large front page picture, to
two white-dominated youth festivals attended
by only a few hundred.

Jones ignored a letter from HYIP, sent the
following day, which asked “Is this all your read-
ership were to hear of the day? This is the image
you like to push of Black people, particularly the
youth, that of Black criminals.”

| By IAN RATHBONE |

It also drew attention to the fact that “several
hundred police from all over London assembled
in the back streets awaiting the opportunity to
relive some of the tactics recently practised on
the miners and their communities”.

He only agreed to meet HYIP representatives
a month later, after another letter from Hack-
ney Community Action. It was a meeting I also
attended.

HYIP Secretary Ace Kelly was told he was
“gplitting hairs” when he asked why the editor
took note of a large white-led community group
but had ignored a black organisation's protests.

Pressed to publish the original HYIP letter,
Jones said it was now “all in the past™ and
claimed that anyway “1 thought it was for my
eyes only”.

His internal investigation revealed that no-
one had seen HYIP's notice of the event. It was
not recorded in the paper’s diary because a re-
porter had not obtained the festival date.

The reporter had called HYIP's number and
heard a recorded message, but apparently failed
to leave a request for more information on the
answering machine.

So where had the Gazetle got its story about
the thefls if'it had not covered the festival? From
police calls on the following Monday, admitted
Mr Jones.

Challenged that by oebtaining too many stories
in this way, Blacks tended to be represented as
criminals, the editor claimed that his paper tried
to present a “balanced” view. He said the police,
among others, presented another view which
could be “just as persuasive. Who's to say who is
right?”

For the future he suggested, HYIP should
write direct to him. “Let's see if we can’t go about
it in the rifht way,” he said.

It was a far from satisfactory conclusion, given
the damage done by the selection and ormission of
news about the original event.

Meanwhile, Mr Jones has backed away from
an earlier commitment given to Hackney Com-
munity Action that a “Community Page” should
appear in the paper.

He claimed that too few groups had written in,
and blamed superficial coverage on lack of staff.

BLACK JOURNALISTS WANTED
The December edition of FREE PRESS will have a
Supplement devoted to examining racism in the
media.

The intention is that editing and production of
the Supplement will be under the control of Biack
Journalists.

Contributions are welcomed, and volunteers
for the editorial team should contact Mike
Jempson, CPBF, 7 Poland St, London WC13DG
014370189

¢

Here, enlivened by Cath Jackson’s
cartoons, is a straightforward guide to
the lmplc!n_cnmrion of an cqual
\)apporrunmcs policy.
Workers and managementare shown how
o lo.ok at the composition of a workforce, hiring
and mtcrvic.wing practices, monitoring, training
and promotion.
childcare, job-sharing and the need to respect
workers culrural craditions are ser out in full,
This is a handbook for all who are serious
about introducing into cheir workplaces real
C(Tlality ofg
thnic minorities and people wich
disabilitics. [t can be obtained, ac a cost of
j; I per copy, from: GLEB Publicadons,
Greater London
Enterprise Board,
63-67 Newington 2X0Nne
Causeway,
London SE1 6BDD.

Tel: 1-403 0300.
The GLEB introducces
its equal opportunities
policy into all of the
cnterprises it funds,

pecial provisions, such as

opportunity for women,




Australian alternative wavelengths

The debate about community radio in Bri-
tain has taken place in something of a
vacuum,

Hardly anyone actuatly heard it {I'll bet Leon
Brittan hasn’t, anymore than Lord Whitelaw).
Mainstream broadcasters are threatened by it,
and those arguing for it range from the Adam
Smith Institute to the New Left,

Producing a show for the disabled on 2 GLF

Yet community radio has been successfully
introduced in many countries, and Australia
provides a particularly relevant model.

There a Third Force of 54 “public” radio sta-
tions co-exists quite happily with a British-style
duopoly. These stations cater for most of the
minority interests and tastes you can imagine.
They offer a wealth of community information
and access for local groups.

Above all they are owned and controlled by
their listeners.

There are three categories of station — educa-
tional, neighbourhood and special interest (from
Christian to classical music).

BEVAN JONES of the National
Federation of Community
Organisationslistensin.

While their actual output blurs these distinc-
tions, they are all non-profitmaking and are
funded from a variety of sources — grants, job
creation schemes, subscriptions, and fundrais-
ing concerts, “radiothons”, sale of airtime and
sponsorship.

This last is a limited form of advertising which
accounts, overall, for only about 16% of station
income.

Community radio stations are structured in
much the same way as British voluntary orga-
nisations and co-operatives. Many employ unio-
nised staff, and nearly all have anti-racist and
anti-sexist policies.

COMING NEXT

CPBF Women's Groups will
produce the next FREE PRESS
Supplement on Sexism in the
media.

Racism, homophobia and CND
are subjects lined up for later
Supplements.

Members’ comments and
suggestions are welcomed.

Their audiences vary widely, but it is obvious
that a 15-minute weekly spol by “The Neasden
Friends of the Earth” will get a decent slice of its
target audience.

Australia’s public broadcasters have proved
that the Community Radio Association — which
emphatically does not represent the pirates — is
not fantasising about a new tier of voluntary-
managed, democratically controlled and

Ryde Regional Radio broadcasts from a garoge )

accountable radio stations.

It is perfectly achievable here without knock-
ing Independent Local radio’s finances on the
head, and could easily create more jobs,

It will certainly require some form of regula-
tion, although this could be achieved by giving
licences only to groups with non-profit corporate
structures.

It is worth remembering that the British
voluntary sector accounts for a £2,000 million
slice of the country’s Gross National Product.

Most important of all, community radio can
give a voice to the huge range of communities at.
present denied one.

Provincial Newspapers

Mattonal Graphical Association (1982)

nga
1982
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and New Technology

63-67 Bromham Road, Bedford. Tel: 51521.

A strong union in the printis in your interest.

In the miners’ dispute the NGA closed shop
stopped some of the worst smears [ &
on the strike being published.

to break the NGA closed shop.

Support the NGA dispute
at the Wolverhampton
Express & Star.,
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| SUPPLEMENT

Views expressed in this Supplement are not necessarily thase

of the Campaign for Press and Bro:cleasting Freedom

Brittan
rules

the air
waves

By JANET WHYATT

Pam Isherteoml FORMAT

Community Radio has arrived. The
government is not telling us yet which
communities will get their own radio
stations, but over 20 pilot schemes are
about to be introduced.

The announcement came in a Com-
mons written answer in mid-July with
no opportunity for MPs to debate it.

But in an interview for Independent Radio
News, Home Secretary Leon Brittan said the
experimental stations will not. just cover small
locations.

“There will also be people broadeasling to a
commubnity ol interest, such as a particular kind
of music.”

The Home Secretary said he would be re-
sponsible for regulating the output “with a small
teamn of advisers at the Home Office.”

The new stations will not be subject to the
regulations of the Independent Broadcasting
Authority, and they will be expected to pay their
own way through advertising at cheap rates.

ing.

@ The thunbing s over for Home Secretary Loon
Brottan who fas vone sef out s plans for the
Jutnre of local brogeds asitmyg

Asked whether this would affect the existing
commercial stations, Mr Briltan was emphatic.
“These slations are aiming for an entirely diffe-
rent audience, and they will nof take listeners or
advertisers away from existing stations because
they will be doing different things.”

At the end of the interview, the IRN reporter
expressed his personal concern and pointed out
that LBC, Capital and BRMB radio newsrooms
are all making journalists redundant.

The present attacks on the BBC and Independent
Local Radio, and moves to deregulate are against the
interest of the community and of those who wish for
greater public access to the airwaves.

The CPBF believes that there is a need for regulation
and any move away from it will lead to commercial
exploitation and monopoly ownership.

The Campaign views with concern the government’s
suggestion for a third tier of small stations and the con-
tinuing deregulation of ILR.

The CPBF should campaign instead for greater access
and public accountability within the present system, and
for the enforcement of a legal framework for broadcast-

The Campaign believes that pre-
sent regulations must be improved
to make it mandatory to provide
news, current affairs and program-
ming which meets the needs of all
focal communities. gg

It was this catch-all motion that
prompted heated debate at the CPBF
AGM and this supplement.

The National Committee is to re-
examine the issue shortly, and Free
Press welcomes further contributions
to this important debate.

He asked the Home Secretary whether he
would care to make a £10 donation to the union’s
fighting fund. Mr Brittan just laughed.

Laughing with him will be the Conservative
MPs who have financial interests in advertising
and broadeasting equipment. And those who
want to break up British broadcasting into small
low-cost units run by volunieers and freelances,
on low pay without a strong trade union orga-
nisation.

Community broadcasters who have waited so
tong for this initiative now have a chance to
prave that people’s radio can succeed - if they
are among the 20 favoured applicants.

The CPBF must monitor this experiment
closely. It is an exercise in unregulated commer-
cial broadcasting.

Communily radio, at least for the ex-
perimental period. exists to make money. We
must watch its effect on local and community
newspapers and magazines and established
radio stations. While we welcome the opening of
a new medium, it is no use if it wipes out all the
older ones.

There is no censership like no choice. and
there is no greater threat to broadcasting free-
dom than the concentration of ownership in the
hands of a few multi-media moguls.

Every CPBF member should campaign for
communily radio to be established and funded,
so that stations do net need big financial back-
ers, and are accouniable to their workers and
their listeners.

COAL

NOT

DOLE

e o e isacaulogue of ilms and videotapes produced
by film and video makers in support of the miners
during the 1984-85 strike.

Of the 35 productions listed so far, 15 are
available for hire and sale on VIS and Umatic.
Also listed in the catalogue are contacts for

photographic collections and exhibitions/hooks
plays and shows,

For further details and orders
contact:

The Northern Film

and TV Archive
36 Bottle Bank

Gateshead

Tyne and Wear NES 2AR
Tel: 091 477 3601,
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Hypocrisy or Confusion?

Atits 1984/5 AGM the CPBF
voted against support for
community radio.

At the same meeting the
Campaign gave its support to
the setting up of a left-wing
Sunday newspaper. Is this
hypocrisy or confusion?

Laura Vincent of the ABS
argues that community radio
would threaten jobs and conditions
in existing radio stations. Yet the
proposed Sunday paper would
directly undermine jobs in its Fleet
Street rivals, Why the double stan-
dards?

There is a mythology about
“public broadcasting” among the
British Left. Local Radio Work-
shop have refined the arguments
into a sophisticated Stalinism.

For them, state ownership and
regulation are synonymous with
the “public interest”. Under the
present government with its priva-
tisation pelicies this argument has
a superficial attraction,

The Adam Smith Institute has
cailed for the BBC to be sold off and
private broadcasting deregulated.
Many ILR contractors already
ignore their statutory obligations,
and some would be happy to be rid
of their “public service” duties. For
many dregulation offers the
chance to undermine existing pay
and conditions

To LRW and the majority at the
CPBF AGM the best policy of the
Labour movement is Lo oppose all
change until the state sector can be
brought under the Left’s control.

Yet the IBA and the BBC are
controlled by the Tory government
and the white, middle-aged, male

Richard Barbrook of the
Community Radio
Project takes issue with
CPBF policy

and conservative Establishment,
The views of ethnic minorities, les-
bians and gays, eocialists and the
working class are systematically
ignored, possibly as a result of state
ownership and regulation.

Miners during the recent dispute
had little enthusiasm for “public
service broadcasting”. Notts NUM
activists even set up their own pi-
rate radio “Voice of Arthur”,

Fed up with tokenism in recruit-
ment and the odd late night slot,
those who feel abused have taken
to direct action. It only costs
around £60 to build a transmitter
to cover a large city.

The Home Office musi now
legalise or face confusion on the
airwaves. Leon Brittan's sudden
enthusiasm for community radio is
not a conversion to free speech and
human rights - it has been forced
on him, by public pressure and the
pirates.

The question facing the labour
movement now is nol whether
there should be new types of sta-
tions, but what type they will be.

LEW has become the dialectical
twin of the Adam Smith Institute.
Both are convinced that the media
can be run only by either the state
or corporate capitalism. And if no
credible allernatives are put for-
ward, free enterprise will indeed

Who will be listening?

In July the GLC held a seminar to discuss a report it had commis-
sioned on “The Audience for Community Radio’, written by Justin
Lewis and based on independent research conducted by MORI

and the BRU.

Several thousand Londoners
were interviewed about their opin-
tons on the idea of ‘communily
radio’, a cross section of the popula-
tion by gender, age, ethnic origin

singly, was suggested by 48% of
people interviewed. Other sugges-
tions were for local council funding,
listener subseription, or a mixed
economy of all three.

and social class,

The most enthusiastic sections
for ‘community radie’, defined it
seems either by locality or specific
interest, were unemployed people,
ethnic groups and working class
people in general.

It was these proups, too, who
wanted to be more involved 1n
making programmes and gelting
their views across.

Interestingly, when asked who
they thought should run such new
radio stations, the BBC and 13A
only managed Lo sceure 2197 of peo-
ple’'s voles, Not exactly a mussive
vote of confidence in ‘things as they
are’. The faveurile option was a
committee of locul people.

Finunce was  another  assuc,
Adverlising revenue, not surpr-

1L ! ¥
sources of radio with new kinds of
programaming. This is clear from
the number of pirate siations
which operate all over the country,
often catering for specific ethnic
groups, or particular  musical
Lastes.

Bul winning listener loyalty Lo
community radio stations, which
muy well not have cither the re-
SOUFCES OF programming expertise
of the established stations, s nol
going to b eusy. IL was heartening
L diseover at the seminar how real
an awareniss thure was of the
probleme abead.

Consultation with the apprapri-

ale bropdeasting umons was cer-
Lainly on thal agendi.
By Ken Worpole

take control of the vacant frequen-
cies.

A Turkish listener will prefer a
commercial Turkish service te no-
thing at all. Failure by the Left to
support community radio will re-
sult in a mass of small business-
men's radio stations, with a vested
interest in running the cheapest
possible service.

This will spur existing ILR sta-
tion owners to follow suit. So fai-
lure to back community radio not
only alienates from the CPBF
those dissatisfied with existing sta-
tions, it also threatens jobs and
conditions in existing stations
which the Left is fighting to avoid.

The job of the CPBF and the
media unions ia to ensure that
workers in existing services are
united with those fighting to
change the industry, through sup-
porting campaigns to get commun-
ity radio stations “on-air”.

There are many problems — the
changing role of the media profes-
sionals, the need for democratic
regulation and long-term financial
viability — but they can only be
sensibly resolved through discus-
sion between media unions and the
community radic movement to
work out a joint position.

By uniting with community
radio campaigners the CPBF can
make a significant step towards
the democratic broadeasting struc-
ture it claims to fight for.

Community radio could be asim-

portant as a Labour newspaper. In
France bhoth Communist and
Socialist unions set up their own
“radio libres”.
The GLC have realised the poten-
tial of cormmunity radio. Their Loc-
al Radioc Forum recommended
grant-funding for several stations
in London which could develop into
community stations.

Far from opposing such initia.
tives, in the fight for broadcasting
freedom the CPBF should be
actively supporting them rather
than waiting for a Labour govern-
ment to change the management
of the BBC and the IBA.

GLOSSARY

Stalfs

Broadcasting Resaarch Unit

CAPF Community Radio Project
v dent Broadcasti

Aut};-mitv .
LA Independent Local Radio
LRP LocalRadio Project.
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We demand our own

radio station

Radio has siways been a crucial part of
the media.

it accounts for a large share of the
receiving audience of the airwaves. It
is an accessible medium — it demands
less attention and costs less to receive.

For this reason it has always been
highly regulated. In Britain we have
only two bodies that control our entire
radio network, the BBC and the IBA.

The development of black communi-
ties since the second world war has
brought mare pressure on this society
to change than ever before.

The role of cheap labour in a capital-
ist society explains why ex-colonial
peoples have come to the matropolis.
Yet this increase in the number of
black people in Britain did not, and
many will argue has stifl not, brought
about a change in the racist percep-
tions and sterectypes portrayed by the
maedia.

it is cartainly true that existing sta-
tions have done little to anhance com-
munity relations in Britain.

The ability of the law, trade unions
and bodies such as the CPBF to chal-
lenge the racism and sexism of the
media astablishment has been negligi-
ble.

in many areas of England there are
large pockets of Asian people, particu-

In December 1921 3,000 members of 63 “wireless societies” petitioned Sir
Henry Norman MP who chaired the influential Wireless Sub-Committee of
the imperial Communications Committee.-

By KAMAL FAIZ)
of the Asian Radio Project

larly in inner city areas. In London,
where there are three local radio sta-
tions and an Asian populiation of close
to a million, we are only given three
and a hailf programme hours & week
from the thres stations combined.

There are three programmes in all.
Two of them clash on a Saturday
night!

The answer that we proposas, to en-
sure that our community obtains
adequate reprasentation, control,
accountability and access, is our own
community radio station.

We have been marginalised by the
mainstream media for too jong. We
feel it is time that Asians, Afro-
Caribbeans, and other minority com-
munities had a proper way to present
themselves, to broadcast for their peo-
ple, in their languages, and to push
their culture and their religions.

For this reason it is the job of unions
and organisations like the CPBF to
stop taking a reactionary view of com-
munity radio, to stop moping around
on the sidelines and come out in the
open and actively support our de-
mands for our own stations.

if they don’'t they will be brushed
aside as we surge forward and, for a
change, get what has been rightly ours
all along - access to our own airwaves.

64 years later the Home Secretary has been
approached by around 600 groups and indi-
viduals interested in starting “community
radio”.

Radio appears to be returning to its roots.

The term community radio was coined more or
less simultaneously in 1965 by a progressive
educationalist, an advertising executive and an
early proponent of the New Right, though the
idea of localised radio services was given official
recognilion as far back as 1951,

The Beveridge Committee in its report on the
future of broadcasting recognised that the new
VHF medium could be used to “establish local
stations with independent programmes of their
own ... the setting up of some local stations
ghould be tried without delay™(!). Beveridge
thought they might be developed by the BBC, a
lacal authority, university or a specially formed
voluniary agency. His proposals were not taken

up.

pln 1962 the Pilkington Committee on the fu-
ure of broadcasting recommended some 250
small local stations — run under the BBC’s
umbrella.

The prospect of commercial local radio encour-
aged counter-proposals.

Richard Hoggart and Stuart Hall outlined
alternatives in Peace News (August 1964).

1985
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“Community” Radio —

Supporting “community” radio at a time when the
government is privatising the rest of the medium, will
result in the extension of private ownership.

“Community” radic will only
be part of a package which
ends the safeguards - albeit in-
adequate — which currently in-
sist on stations paying some re-
gard to the views of trade un-
ionists and community groups
in the name of ‘balance’ and
public service.

Instead we should campaign
for new forms of public control
over all the broadcast media.

owned stations.

We must eliminate or mini-
mise the role of private own-
ership and advertising in radio.
‘Where we now suffer from the
boards of directors and station
managers, let’s have elected
management committees rep-
resenting workers and local
people.

If people just want jazz, funk,
soul or folk stations, let’s en-

ated by big regional stations.

The Association of Indepen-
dent Radio Contractors, the
Adam Smith Institute and
right wing Tory MPs openly
advocate versions of this plan.

They see the removal of the
“restrictions” in the Broadcast-
ing Act and the BBC Charter
as a way of “freeing” broadcast-
ing from the shackles of public
control. They want a Fleet
Street of the airwaves.

Sadly many normally critical
of the role of free enterprise in
radio, see no harm in handing

Democratising radio is no simple matter
warns Local Radio Workshop

All radio stations should be
brought into democratic public
control.

In the short term this means
supporting the call of bread-
casting unions for a proper in-
quiry into the future of broad-
casting.

But there are demands we
should be making now.

Resources from public funds
must be provided for work-
shops where trades unionists
and community groups can
learn how to use the medium.
The products of these work-
shops could be fed into publicly

sure that they are largely free
from advertising and under
public control.

All stations and workshops
should pay proper salaries, rec-
ognise trade unions and be gov-
erned by rules which guaran-
tee the rights of workers and
the local community over what
is broadcast.

The government want none
of this. They plan a new tier of
small scale commercial sta-
tions operating with the mini-
mum of public control. As in
other countries, they will be-
come part of networks domin-

mass audiences over to the free
marketeers, as long as they
can get one or two “commun-
ity” stations on the side.

But the priority has to be re-
sisting the spread of private
control in broadcasting, and
arguing simultaneously for
democratic public control over
all radio stations.

A public inquiry would only
be the beginning of a positive
debate, but it could put the idea
of radio as a public resource,
governed in the interests of the
whole community, back firmly
on the agenda.

takes a quick look at
the history of
community radio in
Britain

Rachel Powell from the Centre for Contempor-
ary Cultural Studies, published her pamphlet
Possibilities for Local Redio in December 1965,
Anarchy magazine, prompted by the revolution-
ary even.s in [ rance, devoted ita Nov 1060 1asue
to “Radio Freedom”. The hippy and alternative
technology movements also contributed to the
debate.

By the mid-1970s, with the development of
cheaper and simpler production technologies, in-
terest in alternative media and community poli-
tica had coalesced into community newspaper,
video and cable TV experiments,

The imminent publication of the Annan Com-
mittee report on the future of broadcasting
brought together many of those interested in
alternative media to form COMCOM, the Com-
munity Communications Group.

It argued strongly in favour of Annan’s Local
Broadcasting Authortty, which he saw as a

or democratic control?

means of “encouraging the growth of co-
operative and joint forms of financing to stimu-
late a direct involvement by the community in
its own broadcasting services”.

The Labour Government of the day choss not”

to seize this opportunity for radical reform.

For the last two years there has been a well-
organised lobby group, the Community Radio
Association. The concept has widened to
embrace specific ethnic and other groups like
lesbians and gays. And the growth of radio pira-
cy has helped to force the hand of the govern-
ment

This combination of pressures has opened the
door to official sanctioning of an experiment in
community radio.

It is difficult to understand why the Labour
movement, espousing as it does a vision of eman-
cipation and freedom, has, with notable excep-
tions, been singularly unheipful. Can we now
expect a more posilive response?

BBC Inquiry

Aninitiativa by Nat Cttea membaer Geolf Sheridan h
“Hed: o hiang ! for # piblic'inquiry Into*the it ‘of
public service broadcasting, including a rewrite of the

BBC Charter.

The GLC has been approached to help fund the
project, sinca London is the headquarters of the BBC
wivich amploys 20,000 of the 50,000 peopls working
in audio and audio-visual industrias in the capital.

Tha formal inquiry hearings will be preceded by
detalied research work into the economics of brosd-
casting, looking at axperiences In Britain and other
“Western” countries, and analysis of public attitudes
towards broadcasting.

The CPBF wili work closely with the Broadcasting
Research Unit, and the Polytechnic of Central Lon-
don, and the inquiry will be linked to the GLC's Lon-|
don Industrial Strategy and its Communications Con-
ferance planned for March 1986.

Members who have a contribution to make should
contact the Campaign Office,
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The National Federation of Community Organisations
849 Upper Street, shnglon, Landon, N1 OP()
Faligpstiamnee 01 226 0189

InterChange 1S Wilkin Street London NWS 3NG

01-267 9421 x 144

COMMUNITY RADIO PROJECT
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