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New from the Campaign:

WOMEN IN FOCUS — guidelines for eliminat.
ing media sexism. By Julienne Dickey & CPBF
London Women's Group £1.50.

RIGHT OF REPLY POSTER -— the D-I-Y “must”
for 1986 £1,

RIGHT OF REPLY PACK — the complete
practical guide to a central issue for all campaig-
ners £2.95.

Send for these and our new mail order
catalogue of books and videos. Cheques
pagble to CPBF, 9 Poland Street, London W1
3DG.

Working against
racism

Funds raised from the sale of the “It Ain't Half
Racist Mum" video are to be used to live black
media workers to extend the anti-racist work
of the CPBF.

The CPBF incorporates the Campaign
Against Racism in the Media, and the first
priority of those appointed will be to produce a
teaching pack bringing earlier publications
and the video up to date.

North West gets
a Right of Reply

The NW CPBF Right of Reply Unit was
formally launched in Manchester's Town Hall
on Feb 26.

Among the speakers at the inauguration
were Colin Bourne, NUJ northern organiser,
John Tocher of the AUEW and CPBF worker
Lesley Wood, Former Labour MP and CPBF
activist Frank Allun chaired the event.

Complainants seeking advice, assistance or
Right of Reply packs in the North West should
contact Nancy Jaeger on 061-832 6991, NW
CPBF, 136 Corn Exchan%e Building, Hanging
Ditch, Manchester M4 3BN.

Black Sections reply

The CPBF has taken up demands for Labour
Party Black Sections to receive a Right of
Reply in the TGWU Record.

The wrong man

On Jan 7 Associated Press put out a

icture of Palestinian academic Dr Abdel
5ndir Yassine (right) under a caption
saying he was the wanted terrorist Abu

idal.

Thirty eight newspapers internationally
used the story, including The Times and
the Guardian.

Since then Dr Yassine has been detained
by security forces in Holland, Belgium,
Denmark and Finland, and lives in con-
stant fear of assassination.

Neither British newspaper has so far
agreed to correct their error.

Interviewed by the Morning Star in
March, Dr Yassine said of the British
Eress. “They bark loudly enough about

uman rights. 1 expected any self-
respecting newspaper to allow me to put

MORNING STAR

my side of the story.”
r. Yassine has worked for the PLO and
sees the smear as part of a deliberate
campaign to discredit the Palestinian
cause.
“] am prepared to pay with my life for
the just cause of my people. But I will not
die for a stupid mistake,” he says.

This follows an attack on Black Sections by
the TGWU deputy Gen. Sec. Bill Morris in the
union’s )i?umal.

The TGWU and the Campaign worked
together closely last year to win the Right of
Reply from Fleet St after press attacks on the
union over allegations of ballot rigging.

Radical
Manchester

Is radical journalism still alive and kicking in
Manchester?

Among those attempting to answer the
guestion will be representatives from News On
unday, World In Action, and Brass Tacks.

Hear what they have to say at the NW CPBF
public meeting in the Cornerhouse, Manches-
ter on April 28th at 7.30pm. Wheelchair
accessible,

Outside broadcast for
“Wapping Lies”’

An overspill of several hundred watched
“Wapping Lies”, the CPBF video on the
Murdoch dispute, in the foyer of Manchester
Town Hall while others packed out a meeting
addressed by Brenda Dean of SOGAT, Tony
Dubbins of the NGA and Tony Benn, in March.
John Aitken of the EETPU braved the
meeting's initial hostility to denounce the
double-dealings of his union leadership. Colin
Bourne of the NUJ pointed out the implica-
tions of Murdoch’s move in terms of curtailing
Right of Reply initiatives by print workers.
eanwhile in Tower Hamlets “Wapping
Lies" got a showing, and sales, at a day
conference run by the Communications Cam-
paign on the development of electronic media

in East London.

And at a mass meeting in York Hall,
Bethnal Green, orﬁnnised by Tower Hamlets
Trades Council and the South East Region of
the TUC, Kate Holman of the CPBF Nat.
Cttee. was one of nine speakers on the
Wapping dispute.

Police State?

Birmingham journalist Howard Sharon is to
sue West Midlands Police for assault and
wrongful arrest during the Handsworth riots.

He had fallen to the ground at the height of
the trouble, while researching for Times news-
Eapers. Police beat him with truncheons while

e was on the ground, cracking a rib and
causing severe bruising.

He produced evidence and withesses to
ﬂrove he was a journalist, but was held for 24

ours and charged with behaviour likely to
cause a breach of the peace.

No evidence was offered at his trial, and he
was awarded £1,000 costs.

Meanwhile in Wapping 4,000 local residents
have found their streets barred to them by
strange police who seldom know where they
are. Their job is to keeg the tiny backstreets
through the riverside hamlet free for Mur-
doch’s TNT juggernauts to aveid pickets out-
side the NJ printworks.

Some people have strange notions of the
freedom of the Press.

FREE PRESS is edited for the National
Council by MIKE JEMPSON.

Copy for FP 35 should arrive at the
Campaign Office by May 1, preferably
typed with double spacing.
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Information pack

Everything you need to know
about tackling media bias

£2.95 from the Campaign office
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Censorship, fear, total
management control; the

~
biggest thing in life’

“Ithas stopped being an
intelligent paper,” says
journalist of the year Ian Jack,
former feature writer on the
Sunday Times.

“An Andrew Neil editorial
(several} weeks ago really said
that as Sellafield makes money,

underaine the conditions
and indevd the
cmplavinent of print
waorkeres.

Tony Dubbins,

\NGA

gnd ot editorial , E people should not make a fuss

independence—that’s & aboutit.”

life under Mur(.lOCh mn % He was quoted at the

Fortress Wapping. g Can(xlpaign AGM which roundly

. = condemned the anti-union

The boycottis one of the anti-press freedom antics of

mOSt‘effec‘?lve ways of Murdoch and Maxwell.

striking back.
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2. CAMPAIGN NEWS

Alan Richardson

® Sacked Sun proof-reader John Bailey, CPBF Chair Loretta Loach, and the Observer's Neal Ascherson

apploud Wapping MP Peter Shore at the Flcet Street meeting.

The brutality of Wapping

“The brutalism of Rupert Murdoch's
agproach to industrial relations has
shifted public opinion throughout the
country to a realisation of what the gov-
ernment has been doing,” Peter Shore
MP, whose constituency includes Wap-
ging, told the well-attended CPBF “Fleet
treet in Crisis” meeting last month.

“The uprooting of production from Fleet
Street to East London allowed employers to
negotiate new terms of employment,” he said.

“But massive unemployment opened up the
possibility of recruiting new staff, and the
combined impact of legislative changes in
1980, 82 & 84 allowed them not only to sack
stail but also to limit the action unions could
take to protect their members.”

Decrying the lack of rules governing news-
papers, Mr Shore drew attention to those
which require broadcasters to attempt balance
in matters of dispute, provide stringent con-
trols against monoploy ownership of commer-
cial stations, and ban foreign ownership of
British brondcastinf,l.

“They may not always be kept to,” he said,
“But at least they are there to be called on.”

He spelled out what a future Labour govern-
ment should do: repeal anti-union laws; pro-
vide arms-length state assistance for new,
more diverse titles; and establish a nationsal
facility for newspaper production.

Prompted by the Observer's Neal Acherson,
he agreed that the loophole that allows em-
ployers to sack workers for breach of contract if
they go on strike should be closed.

eal Acherson went on to deplore the
“extraordinary humiliation of the NUJ”
caused by the decision of most News Interna-
tional journalists to go to Wapping, which he

saw as a shattering defeat for trades unionism,
And he outlined the many ethical and political
questions that the dispute has raised.

In a knockout speech Ron Leighton, former
printworker and SOGAT-sponsored MP from
neighbouring Newham, welcomed new tech-
nology as a release for printers from appalling
working conditions.

BY MIKE JEMPSON

He poured scorn on lies about average
earnings of the 5,000 sacked workers, and
deplored the craven behaviour of “journos”
who kowtowed to management. “They're the
ones who do the thing that keeps the adverts
apart,” he said.

Sacked Sun proof-reader John Bailey, whose
job disappears under new technology, was glad
to be out on the cobbles “striking back at
Murdoch.”

He described the archaic disciplinary proce-
dures printers have to endure daily, and the
deceitful methods Murdach called “negotia-
tions.”

For the Campaign, Mike Power spoke of the
importance and impact of the boycott of NI
titles, and listed CPEF’S prescient demands for
preater acess and accountability in the media.

John Foster of the NUJ ended the meetin
with a call for comprehensive policies tolink a
aspects of the communications industry, from
the arts and broadcasting to telecommunica-
tions and the press, with the Campaign's
demands.

The meeting then adjourned to a mass picket
in Wapping.

Ripe for takeover?

The 1986 Manchester
Broadcasting Symposium

‘Hands off our airwaves' was the
message for advertisers and multi-
national corporations at this year’s
symposium.

Not that they were listening. Ad agency
Saatchi Saatchi Compton made an unconvine-
ing plea for commeraeials on the BBC, claiming
their clients are locking for specialised audi-
ences.

“They are particularly interested in male
ABC1s” (middle-class high spenders) enthused
Saatchi's Andrew Green.

Deeply sceptical, Channel 4's Dr Naomi
Sargeant pointed out that specialised program-
mes simply do not attract specialised advertis-
ing. C4’s tightly targetted programme for the
over-55s gets a big audience but no commer-
cials for thermal underwear or pensioners’
holidays

“If advertisers only want male ABCls, that
happens to all the other minorities? she
asked.

A good question for Professor Peacock’s
inquiry into BBC financing, One member of his
team — Prof Alastair Hetherington — was at
the conference but refused to say anything
about their deliberations.

He defended British news values and he
claimed the media coverage of the miners’
strike was well balanced.

“Most news producers base their priorities
on what is important for Britain’s peace and
prosperity” he said, referring to his recent
research study.

CPBF's Janet Whyatt contested his views,
quoting research by Justin Lewis which shows
most TV news viewers feel alienated and say
that the version of events pictured on the
screen does not reflect their lives,

She argued that this was a result of the
moral and political values embedded in most
news judgements, which portrays dissent as
violent or evil and keeps women, black people,
the unemployed and the working class on the
mariinﬁ of society.

Where the Professor and the Campaign
agreed, however, was in defending British
journalism against cultural imperialism.

Janet reported that the international media
unions’ federation FISTAV has =et up a
worldwide inquiry into the shrinking number
of foreign correspondents.

Journalists are being sacked because news
organisations preler to buy in satellite reports
from Ted Turner's Cable News Network. This
is doubly damaging, say the unions, because it
cin,s jobs and produces news with an American
slant.

Let us know what you think about the AGM, Murdoch, Shah, Peacock,

and FREE PRESS — typed with double spacing, please, by May 1.

Another peace

Congratulations on your supple-
ment (FP33} on media distortion of
peace issues — the most serious
misrepresentation of all.

May I give a later example from
the recent leader in the Daily Tele-
graph on the Soviet proposals?

+ Gorbachev, it stated, “*has the
advantage that S8.-20s withdrawn
behind the Soviet borders can be
rapidly redeployed in time of ten-
sion while erican missile laun-
chers cannot.”

This is false. Commenting on the
receit Soviet offer, General Nikolai
Chervav told West German defence
expcris on West Berlin television:

“We do not propose to move these
S85-20missiles somewhere clse. They
will be destiroyed under painstaking
and reliable national! and interna-
tional contrel, including inspections
on site and on the spot.”

I wrote to the Daily Telegraphy
pointing this out. The letter was not

printed.
Frank Allnun,
Pregident, Labhour Action for Peace
Manchester 21
Censorship

to my commenis on censors

{FP33), I wonder if he has consi-
dered the fact that the most insi-
dious form of censorship is that

In response to R. Sydenham's remy
P

which already exists: the aimost
universal refusal of the media to tell
the truth about women, black peo-
ple, lesbians and gay men, people
with disabilities and other minor-
ities, and to cover issues of rele-
vance to them (except of course for
that powerful nunority group:
white, upg)er/middle-class. heter-
osexugl, phie-bodied men).

Instead the media generally pre-
fers to disseminate malicious lies
about such people, which do have
harmful effects on their lives. The lie
for example that women are stupid,
vain, enly fit for servicing men at
work and at home — and that the,
are constantly available sexual o
Jects, even when they say no. Por-
nﬂgraphy is the greatest slander of
a

I would be less bothered by this
siander if women and black, ge
and disabled people had a signifi-
cant share in the control of the
media, so that the media reflecied
their lives accurately, and in prop-
ortion to their numbers. Readers
and viewers would then be in a
better position to sec the lies for
what they are.

How long must we wait for that
situation to eventuate? And how
much must we suffer in the mean-
time?

Maybe if all other attempts to
eliminate media sexism continue to
fail, legisintion could be the answer.

However I do recognise that there

NCCL ©

conviction.

By Sarah Spencer, Gen Sec NCCL

A proposed new offence, penalising the use of spoken or written works
likely to cause alarm, harassment or distress, may have serious
implications for journalists and impose new limits on press freedom.

‘Disorderly conduct’ may not be how your view of behaviour as a
journalist but this new offence, clause 5 of the Public Order Bill, could be
used 1o restrict your work in two distinct ways.

Political satire is perhaps the most obvious potential victim of the
offence which will penalise the use of ‘insulting’ or ‘abusive’ words
likely to distress. But the definition of disorderly conduct also
encompasses, for instance, 'threatening’ behaviour likely to harass or
alarm; a potential prablem, perhaps for reporters investigating shady
entrepreneurs for a consumer programme.

Those prosecuted — and private prosecutions are perhaps the most
likely scenario — would be liable to a fine of up to £400 on summary

Disabled by the Media?

‘Disabled people have been
battering at the doors of the
media for some time, trying
desperately to be recognised.
Yet a newspaper said to me
some days ago, unless it’s a
small disabled child in a pram
we're just not interested’.

STEPHEN ILIFFE

reports on a new
CPBF/NUJ initiative

AWAZON
Press

DESIGN-TYPESETTING « PRINTING

75 Back Piccadilly
Manchester 1
Tel: 061 228 2351

This candid admission by a
Fleet Street hack to Rachel Hurst
— a paraplegic woman who
works for the British Council —
explains the anger and frustration
which prompted over 50 people
to attend the CPBF's first meeting
on Disability and the Media.

it was an exhilarating evening.

The oppression of people with
disabilities is basically economic.
It is reinforced by social strue-
tures and cultural images — such
as a stereotypes of ‘beauty’ and
‘normalcy’ — which the media
promotes. Bob Findlay of the
Birmingham Disability Rights
Group decried television's obses-

The conference concluded that British news
vplues need improving, but should not be
sacrificed to further takeover by multi-
national predators.

sion with the image of ‘body
beautiful’ as the perfect physical
human being.

The exclusion of anyone but
able-bodied people from roles in
mainstream television — as
newsreaders, chat-show hosts or
as fictional characters in soap
operas — persuades viewers that
people with disabilities are social-
ly worthless and mesit their dis-
ad_:lantage position in society, he
said.

Rachel Hurst added ‘this invisi-
hility is terrible for chiidren with
disabilities who grow up sur-
rounded by able-bodied adults
and never see any adult role
models they can relate to.’

Chris Harrison, a blind activist
with the Liberation Network, ex-
pressed anger that even when
disability issues are covered, the
views of those most directly con-

cerned are ignored in favour of
able-bodied professional ‘ex-
perts’ and their own views as
consumers of local and national
government policy goes unheard.

The meeting proposed a joint
campaign by the CPBF and the
NUJ's Campaign For Real People
to create an opportunity for peo-
ple with disabilities to unite and
form guidelines for media cover-
age. Judging from the positive
energy throughout this discus-
sion there’ll be no shortage of
input for this initiative.

As a deaf person | felt proud at
what the meeting achieved: Deaf,
blind, physcially bhandicapped,
epileptic, able-bodied and others
coming together as writers, jour-
nalists, teachers, actors and pa-
rents all making powerful con-
tributions to the debate. If only
we could see this on our TV
screens and in the press!

Clause 5, ostensibly introduced to give the police more powers to deal
with hooligans in public places, reads as follows:

“A person is guilt of an offence if {a) he uses words which are
threatening, abusive or insulting or behaviour which is threatening,
abusive, insulting or disorderly, and (b) he has reasonable cause to
believe that the use of the words or behaviour is likely to harass, alarm
or distress another person”.

Clause 8 explains that ‘words’ includes “the distribution or display of
any writing, sign or other visible representation”.

The offence can be committed in private as well as public places, as
long as the person affected by the behaviour is not in a ‘dwelling’. Thus,
if you write something abusive about a particular individual and he
reads it in his office at News International, he could take out a private
prosecution against you and, if successful, land you with a hefty fine.

Widespread concern about the implications of this widely drawn
offence obliged the government to withdraw it from its Standing
Committee of the House of Commons last month to amend it.

But it was not the implications for press freedom which prompted this
concern and the changes anticipated will not provide much protection:
to date the govenment has indicated only that it will consider whether
the alarm (ete) caused should be ‘substantial’ and whether it should
only be an offence if there is an actual victim who is alarmed as opposed
to just ‘likely to be . . ..

Before the Government returns to the Commons with its revised
definition of the offence at Report stage, journalists should press for
changes which will ensure that this new offence, if it must reach the
statute book at all, could not have the effect described.

are enormous problems here, which

are at present being pondered by
the women's group.

Julienne Dickey

West London

Wapping Ode

ON BEARING RUPERT

As lonygr as English boys are sent

to unjust wars in foreign climes
while Thunderer bleats some limp
lament

1 know that I shan't miss the Times,

As long as love's reality

is rounder than some stranger's
bum

and I can hold her close to me

I know that I shan't miss the Sun.

As long as England reimports

her villians from Vandiemensiand
and sells them slaves and calls them
sports

and says, “You're right, we're over-
manned!"

ag long as we must air our views
by picketing with flags unfuried
I'know that I shan't miss the News
of Engiand or, indeed, the World.

Rick Gwiit’
TGWU /171 Branch

Preston
British myth

Janet Swinney in (Letters FP 33) is
quite right to take up the media’s
ettitude to nationality (though with
their known bins against evcﬁr
other o’pressed ‘fru;JK in the UK,
it's hardly surprising that they're no
different when it comes to nationel
minorities).

Two purts to the problem: — what
‘nation’ are they tatking about? OF
course, as Janet points out, when
the media talk about “British™ or
“national” they are inevitably talk-
ing about “England" (except in the
sort of instance where Scottish foot-
bail teams become “British” when
th%y win something!)

'he invented “British national-
ity" is something used to oppress
und assimilate national minorities

in England.
—_ gemndly, what about things

actually taking place in the minority
nations? Not only are we excluded
by being “Britished” out of exist-
ence, but anything heppening
autonomously in Wales or Scotland
is either ignored totally or treated
with  contempt or hostility (the left
are, if anything, even more guilty
than the right on this).

Witness, fotl;l example, .‘.hg cgver-
age given to the campaign by Cym-
cﬁi as yr laith Cymraeg (the Welsh
Langunage Society} for betier legal
and educational status for Welsh. Or
rather, the lack of it.

Witness the sort of treatment
meted out by Fleet Street pnd the
BBC to the cempaign against holi-
day homes.

fully support any moves to cam-
paign around these issues.

Fred Clegg

Rhodfa Rheidol

Clas

Abertawe

Gorllewin Morgannwg
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THEATRE COMPANY
SCOTLAND

presents
THERE IS A HAPPY LAND

An entertainment from 7.84 and Dssian.
Dramatic episades from Highland history
1old by the songs that sprang from them.
With Ossian — 2 soloists — 2 narrator/
actors

TOURING SCOTLAND LATE APRIL-JUNE

THE NEW

Rib

a monthly women's
liberation magazine

Spare Rib is essential
reading for anyone
interested in press
freedom. Entirely written
and produced by women,
SPARE RIB reports on
women'’s issues in Britain|
and internationally, and
gives a feminist
perspective on events
and debates of
importance to women.

In articles that break
new ground we challenge
the expers, and explore
new ideas on work,
health, parenting, Black
women's struggles, law,
peace, housing,
creativity...

The magazine is read
by individuals worldwide,
and provides a forum
and means of
communciation for
readers. It is also an
important resource for
teaching, research,
libraries and trade
unions.

SPARE

The new SPARE
RIB... we don’t
cover up the
issues

SUBSCRIBE!

| would like to subscribe to SPARE
RIB and enciose a cheque/PO for
£10.50 (institutions £16}.

NBIMIB. .. vereeeeere et b as s g bs s

ALATBES........ooI5 oo b embn e T

Please return chequa with coupon to
Spare RAib Subs, 27 Clerkenwsll
Close, London EC3 OAT,




I would like to order the following handbooks

{aca cost of
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SAVING JOBS

..OHAP
THE

Workers sharing their skills and ideas,
participating in the runming of healthy, commercially
sound enterprises. Jobs saved and created from the
ruins of London’s industry. These are the benefits
offered by Enterprise Planning, the unique approach
to industrial democracy pioncered by GLEB as part
of its strategy o gee London working again.

In this sccond edition of ‘SAVING JOBS...
SHAPING THE FUTURE' we look at the
achievements of Enterprise Planning. We show how
tailor-made, successfully implemented Plans bring
management, unions and the shopfloor together -~
releasing che untapped creative potential of the
workforce and improving industrial relacions,
productivity and quality control in the process.

To order your copy please use the coupon.
The GLC secup GLEB to help reverse
the capital's industrial decline and escalating
unemployment. GLEB's handbooks are blueprints
for the future, explaining its alternative strategies and
showing how they can help turn the dde. A full list of
those currently available and being publishied soon is
also included in the order coupon. All GLEB
handbooks cost £1 per copy, but no money
should be sent at this stage. We will invoice you
on receipt of your order.
Please complete the order coupon, indicaring
the numbers required, and post, to:
GLEB Publicadons, 63-67 Newington Causcway,
London SE1 6BID.

L1 per copy):
A strategy for co-operation
Worker coeops in London

Working together

Trade nmnis and Worker co-ops
Organising for equality
Tiplerennng an cyqual opportanitics policy
Savinqjobs ...shaping the future
Annmroditeron w Enrerprise Planning
Technology Networks

Screnee and wehnology serving Lomboi's necds
Redressing the balance
Backing black cnterprise in London
Enterprising Women

Working women i London

Altered Images

Fowards a strategy Tor London's caleurad industrees

The following GLC book is also available at
2 per copy:
The State of the Art or the Art of the State

Seraregies {or the cobtural distries in Landon

Name

Organisation
I -

Address ((E%,"_[w X0 2]
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BEHIND THE NEWS 3.

News On Sunday
is up and running

It will cost £7 million to
launch a left of centre
Sunday newspaper, but

when News On Sunday
does hit the streets it
looks certain to be
bought by at least 1 mil-
lion people a week.

This confident result of a year-
long £80,000 feasibility study
means that the NOS project,
which is backed by the CPBF,
has cracked the scepticism of
both trades union leaders and
the City.

The speed with which the
money is raised will determine
whether the paper is launched

Centre spread from the NOS dummy. Strong on image, excellent eolour and
P Y. ﬁ

clear on its politics. The most ambitious cha

this autumn or early in 1987.

Unions are expected to put £3
million into the project, and
merchant bankers Guiness
Mahen have agreed to raise
share capital under the Busi-
ness Expansion Scheme, which
offers generous tax relief to
individual investors. Pension
funds are another likely source
of finance,

The compm formed to run
the project will be chaired by
Quaker Nicholas Horsley of the
£1 billion Northern Foods. A
member of CND since it was
founded, he has a reputation
for backing radical causes as
well as recognised business
acumen.

Bill Keys, former General
Secretary of SOGAT, will rep-
resent trades union interests
and others on the Board in-
clude Joan Bohanna a con-
venor at Glaxo in Liverpool,
and New Statesman distribu-
tion manager Liz Cooper.
Award-winning journalist
John Pilger is acting as Edito-
rial consultant during the pre-
launch period, along with in-
;:estigatwe reporier Sylvia Col-
ier.

Five of the 11 person manage-
ment team are women, and
appointment to the siaff of
almost 200 will be made under
equal opportunities criteria to
ensure representative levels of
black and women workers.

To retain its independence
the CPBF withdrew from the

JANET WHYATT tests the new tabloid and
finds it lacking in more than just the print

unions.

NOT TODAY
MR SHAH!

Eddy Shah’s new daily newspaper Today proves
the point: new technology
ideas. Colour is no substitute for style.

Mr Shah claims he is produc-
ing a politically neutral pro-
duct, aiming at what he calls
‘middle England’. Yet its pages
are filled with attacks on the
print unions,

Coal Board hatchet-man Ian
Macgregor is profiled. And a
large advert for private medic-
al insurance says ‘To Eddy
Shah his most valuable asset is
his staff.

What a gross insult to the
NGA and NUJ members he
ruthlessly sacked at the Stock-
port Messenger!

The advert is followed by an
attack on the National Health
Service, and elsewhere in the
paper a story blames the
teachers’ dispute for a fatal
road accident.

oes not mean new

Today’s advertising slogan
‘Break the Mould’ was bor-

rowed from the Social Demo-
cratic Party, and the newspap-
er shares the party’s obsession
with the media. Whole pages
are devoted to reporting new
advertising gimmicks and glor-
ifying modern printing
methods.

The product itselfl makes
these look rather sick. Technic-
al faults have bugged the pro-
duction; the colour pictures
lock flat and the print quality is
grey.

Eddy Shah claims his staff
are younger and represent a
better race and gender balance
than other papers. This may be
true, but it certainly does not

enge yet Lo the right-wing medin

NOS Executive when the feasi-
bility study was complete, but
the Campaign will continue to
monitor the project. Loretta
Loach and Mike Power have
become founder members in
their personal capacity.

Design and editorial fine-
tuning on the Dummy will be
completed in time for the
launch of the share prospectus
later this month. The paper will
use the latest technology, and
offer colour on both news and
features sections.

Based in Manchester with a
London and probably several
regional offices in the main
centres of its lnrgj'qeg working
class readership, S expects
to have a high number of youn-
ger readers.

Research Services Great Bri-
tain, the leading agency that
carried out market research on
the Dummy, predicts a lowest-
circulation figure of 800,000,
enough to put NOS into profit
after two years.

A promotional video is avail-
able for those interested in put-
ting money into the project.
Copies of the Dummy, regional
contact lists, and further in-
formation are available from:

News On Sunday, Caxton House,
13-16 Borough Road, London SE1
0AL. Tel: 01 928 4898/4902

or NOS, 2-4 Oxford Road, Man-
il;gzter, M1 5QA. Tel: 061 228

@ Centre spread from the second issuc of Toduy. Weak on colour, dull

in content, with watered-down design elements from the News On Sunday dummy.

result in better representation
of women, black people or gays.

The women’s page is stacked
with sexist gossip and a snide
attack on local authority anti-
racism campaigns. Black peo-
ple are not mentioned except
on the pop page.

One disgraceful headline on
day 2, 'AIDS disaster by Tatch-
ell’ turns a review of Peter
Tatehell's new book into a scur-
riloug' .homophobic attack on
Tatchéll; the Labour Party and
the whi ay community.

"This'1¥bt political neutral-
ity but a cowardly method of
= o X

K A

disguising Shah’s true colours.
ditorially this first ‘exclu-
sive' turns out to be an old
Sunday Times scoop. He held
the front page for a photo of the
Queen in Australia which
could have been the Queen
anywhere and was eclipsed by
a bigger, brighter, photo-
feature of the royal tour in the
Daily Express. v
Altogether, Today is a tame,
dull-locking product. Distribu-
tion difficulties have given it a
rarity value. I for one will not
be desperately seeking a copy.
Even my horoscope was wrong!
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PALESTINE: YUSEF ALAN of the Palestine Trade Union Federa-

tion explains how journalists work

Under Occupation

Israel is rarely considered to be a police-state, yet its behaviour towards Palestinian
journalism reveals it to be precisely that. Censorship in the 1967-occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip takes three forms — repression of journalists; censorship of written

material; and control of distribution.

The International Sympesium of Journalist
(IST) in 1985 heard that 48 Palestinian
Journalists were under town arrest, without
charge or trial, last October. Since then more
extreme sanctions have been applied.

Abd al Halim of A/ Fajr had rocked the
Israeli establishment dai!:}lr with his revela-
tions about land fraud in the West Bank. He
disappeared on October 3 last year. His
headless corpse was found on December 20,
near an Israeli army camp.

Hassan Fararjeh was deported on Jan 31
1986, without charge or trial, and without
having been permitted to hear the ‘evidence’
offered against him.

Every staffer on A/ Fajr has been in gaol and
Adnan Sabbah of Jenin Writers' Union is
currently interned without charge.

The accreditation of journalists who are able
to move relatively freely is not recognised by
the Israeli Military Governors who rule the
Occupied Territories. Research is not permit-
ted without military permit, nor may institu-
tions possess telex machines.

The Arab Journalists Association (AJA)
stated in 1982,

“All papers, magazines, books and printed

matter in the Arab Occupied Territories

underﬁlo strict military censorship through a

special military department which derives

its powers from the Emer, er}&y Defence

Laws issued by the Britis andate in

Palestine in 1945.

“These rules grant the censors extensive

authority to omit, without guestion, any

material, with no possibility of legal
appeal . . . Accordingly, no paper is permit-
ted to publish any news item, essay, adver-
tisement, phote, cartoon, or word without
submitting it to censorship...”
Such censorship often extends to bans on
re%ﬁnting items from the Israeli ‘press.
alestinian newspapers are forbidden to

leave blank spaces or insert statements thatan
item has been rejected by the censor. A recent
Military Order obliges the Palestinian press to
ﬁ;bﬁsﬁ, in full and without payment, any
ilitary Order which might be specified.

Within the West Bank and Gaza Strip no
publication may issue more than one edition
without a military permit. Newspapers may be
closed by merely withdrawing such permits.
Last November g temporary suspension of
licence was imposed on all Palestinian news-
papers; al Manar was closed down for six
months and ad Darb permanently.

Repression of the Arab press 15 completed
through Israeli control of distribution, which
must be licensed by the army. At Talia has
been banned from distribution in the West
Bank and Gaza since it was established in
1978. Al Fajr — English is also banned from
there. The magazine Al Baydder ds Sivassi
was banned for a fortnight in Oct 1985,

This control is enforced by military roadb-
locks which search vehicles and travellers for
banned literature, including news publica-
tions, a literally unnumbered list of school-
books and novels, and reference works such as
atlases.

Palestinians in the AJA have succeeded in
drawing the attention of the International
Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and the IS to
their plight and that of their would-be readers
in Palestine.

They have also won the support of
courageous Israeli reporters, like Amnon
Kapeliuk, but they need more help if a
Palestinian press is to survive. Messages of
support and requests for more information
should be sent to the AJA, PO Box 19563,
Jerusalem.

The IFJ report is available from the NU.J;
and the Palestinian submission to the IF.J from
Palestine Trade Union Federation, c/o 52
Green St., London W1,

o
@ Yusef Alan addressing the CPBF AGM.

CHI CHAN

Australian
alternative

Australian workers are planning

their own Labour daily neWSpa‘fer,

?Hgg hope to get it off the ground by
988.

Australia has the most restricted press and
media ownership of any country in the West-
ern world. Four groups — Consolidated Press
(Packer!, News Corporation (Murdoch), John
Fairfax, and the Herald & Weekly Times —
control virtually all media outlets. The labour
movement in Australia has no veice of its own.

‘Tt has been the experience oéal! couniries in
which Labour papers have been established
that their power and influence have been a
distinct advantage fo labour organizations and
Me.‘r: principles. P N

“ e's paper pledged to advance and
up}m/g’ezmocmnb aspirations and ideals is
urgently needed in Victoria, and the requisite
c?ml‘al and co-operation should be readily
obtained by a united effort on the part of
organized trades.

“The near approach of the General Election
makes if imporfant that the assistance neces-
sary lo esia lish the paper should be given at
once.

That was the trades union call in July 1897!

CPBF members with Australian links might
like to he}p answer the call, ninety years on.
Write to John Mathews, PO Box 174, Abbots-
ford, Victorin 3067, Australia.

Trade TUFP, PO Bex 196 Londen

' En::‘lls ; WC1X 0AT
T 0

Palestine AFFILIATION
National unions
Up to 100,000 members £25.00
100,000-800,000 £35.00
Over 800,000 members £50.00
Other trade union bodies
Upto 300 members £5.00
300-1,000 members £7.00
1,000-5,000 members £15.00
Individuals
Waged £2.00
Unwaged £1.00
Trade Union/NAmMe ...c.ccccovvivemrmreeeceeciiiiinnins

Section/branch (ifapplicable)
Adress ....oovvvieiveerorienniiremiees e

Tel. 10 oo i v rarasaaeeressediiionessssssrssaishmmssansssovnse

Tenclose® ......oovivicciiiiiiniens affiliation for

mysel{iorganisation of..
members.

We would like a spenker to address a
meeting G

We/l would like TUFP material about the
Palestinian struggle 0

Prisoneros of Conscience in South Korea
33:3 Song Jin-sup & Lee Sang-don

Song Jin-sup and Lee Sang-don are staff members of the Urban-Rural Mission in
Yongdungpo, an area in south western Seoul. In mid-December they were arrested and
interrogated about an article which appeared in the Workers’ Newspaper published by the

Mission.

The article was about unemployment in a
capitalist society. They were subsequently
charged under the National Security Law and
are awaiting trial.

This is Song Jun-sup's third arrest in five
months in connection with the Waorkers’
Newspaper,

On 24 August 1985 and again on 14
November, he was arrested and charged with
spreading false information, under the Minor
Offences Punishment Act. In both instances, a
court sentenced him to a short term of
detention in police custody: to five daysinthe
first instance, and to 15 days in the second.

The Mission is part of the Korea National

Council of Churches. For more than a decade
it has used peaceful means to try and effect
change by providing legal and labour rights
advice to workers, as well as free medical
care, a day-care nursery and bible study
sessions.

The government and media have portrayed
it as a group infiltrated by communists, and
as such its staff have been harassed and
arrested,

Amnesty International believes that Song
Jin-sup and Lee Sang-don have been
arrested for peacefully exercising their right
w0 freedom of expression, and is calling for
their unconditional and immediate release.

CPBF members are urged to appeal on
their behalf to:

His Excellency President Chun Doo-hwan
The Blue House

1 Sejong-no

Chongno-gu

Seoul, Republic of Korea
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A BARON FOR TODAY

| By MIKE POWER |

Eddy Shah is a self-made businessman and fourth cousin to the Aga Khan. He
belongs to one of the oldest and richest royal families, and his financial and
ideological backers come from the ranks of Thatcherism.

Shah gpent two and a half years applying
Thatcher's laws to deunionize his Warrington-
based Messenger Group Newspapers, and his
object lesson in deviousness was not lost on
Rupert Murdoch.

e quickened the pace of Fleet Street’s
introduction of cost-cutting new technology for
which the press barons are also grateful. They
have spent twice as much on bingo promotion
Shah raised to launch Today, anﬁ journalistic
standards have declined in the process.

When not flattering him, (E:oodhart and
Wintour present useful background to recent
developments. They point out the failure of
anti-monopoly law, and question assumptions
about cost savings through new technology.

Newsprint now accounts for 30% of news-
paper production costs. Production workers
wages make up about 25% of total costs, less
than half this sum going on compositor’s wages
— the area where most savings are to be made
if journalists go in for direct in-put.

But the authors are still insistent that new
technology guarantees a more diverse press,
and suggest that more specialist papers aimed

at affluent segments of the potential market
will generate high advertising revenue yield.

But true diversity comes through changesin
the ownership and control of the press. Shah is
simply joining the other press barons who plan
to tighten their grip on hews management by
and advertising revenue by converting their
hot metal monopolies to high tech monopolies.

The authors rubbish unions and the Left for
demanding legislation to establish public
printing facilities, a fair distribution system,
and an advertising levy to finance new, more
diverse publications,

They ignore the Right of Reply campaign
and the importance of its industrial base.

To win a politically plural press in Britain is
a profoundly political question.

As Shah and his peers are showing, new
technology is no more politically neutral than
was the old technology.

Eddie Shah and the Newspaper Revolu-

tion
by David Goodhart & Patrick Wintour
Coronet Books £2.95

PSYCHOLOGICAL
TERRORISM
REVISITED

Remember Red Stockings? Early seventies
Radical Feminist group in the USA? The famous
article in their journal, where they laid it on the
line in the debate on the tyranny of struc-
turelessness? And the real meaning of the
personal is political?

That was the moment when I discovered that
it wasn't me who was ofl my pram, but that the
rubbish I had had to deal with from my parents,
my teachers, my bosses, my political allies, my
lovers, my [riends . . . was all because they were
using the wrong model!

All those feelings came sailing back on stream
as | read through ‘What a Way to Run a
Railroad.’

The authors may be a bit short on facts from
time to time, and a bit cursory in their judge-
ments occasionaly; but their analysis of our
collective failure, in the seventies, in terms of the
reii;l’cation of the wrong medel is well worth a
read.

If you were there, or are curious, buy it. It
would be a tragedy if we were to make the same
mistakes again.

Liz Cooper

What a Way to Run a Railroad; Comedia: £2.50.

Quick quotes

“Aslleave you I want you to knew — just think
how much you're going to be missing. You
won't have Nixon to kick around anymaore,
because, gentlemen (sic) this is my last press
conference.”

Tricky Dicky himself, on 7 Nov 1962, Yes 1962.
One of onlr three mentions of the media in
Penguin’s disappointing Dictionary of Political
Quotations, compiled by Robert Stewart.

Penguin £3.95

News management

Hugh Whitcomb, Managing Editor of ITN,
has replied to the queries raised by a West
Kent CFE student10lappin in the wrong
place, FP33) about edited applause during
news coverage of a Kinnock speach last
October.

He offers a waffling explanation which
answers nothing, and ends
| am sorry to note that your letter starts
from the premise that this was a piece of
news management. In our view the report
was a perfectly fair reflection of the event
given the totality of the news of the day.”

The student’s course, you will recall,
was “TV as a construct.”

THE COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN

The Communications Campaign has a new pamphlet on women and the

electronicinformation industries. Available free. Also previous pamphlets on

the need for publicly controlled telecoms services, and issues facing trade
unionists in the “converging’ industries of telecoms and computing.

Work is in progress on an analysis of “public information” needsin “the
information society”, Also, on spaces for community initiatives in cable TV.

Contact us for more information, or to join the working groups.

The Communications Campaign, c¢/o 125 Gossops Drive, Crawley, W. Sussex,

RHT18LF

Stop Press: a “communications fair” later in 1986.

Who is behind
our TV screens?

Does watching ‘Dalias’ change our moral
values? Are US comruter systems really
taking over the world? Does it matter?

The answer to these and other burning

uestions of the day is an emphatic Yes from
gﬁa collection of essays.

It deals not only with television in transition
as a medium, but also with the threat to public
service and the issue of free information.

The book should prove invaluable to media
students.

Others — like me — will enjoy reading it
with a dictionary handy, for a frightening and
fascinating glimpse of the future ...

“Homogenised North American cultural
slop will drench the population, though some
‘high culture’ will be available for the pri-
vileﬁed stratum of professionals and managers
in the new information society.”

That is the informed prediction of Herbert .
Schiller, who seems to be calling for a
worldwide CPBF to resist this change.

A challenging, quality read for anyone with
an interest in tomorrow's media. ey

Television in Transition
Edited by Phillip Drummond and Richard Paterson
British Film Institute

Beaving away

The Year of the Beaver is 1978, It has nothinE
to do with Chinese astrology but a lot to do wit!
Japanese technology.

e (Labour) povernment is urging workers
to accept dpay curbs, new technology and job
cuts in order to keep British goods competitive
on world markets. 'Fhe TUC is co-operating. It
is union leader Jack Jones who coins the

hrase “Year of the Beaver”, promising that
is members will work like beavers to boost
productivity.

Meanwhile the members are fighting for
their rights on the mass pickets of Grunwicks.

This film presents for the first time many
contemporary interviews with pickets. They
contrast starkly with the television news
bulletins showing only management, strike-
breakers and right-wing politicians.

Their views echo down the years: Keith
Joseph saying the maximum number of pick-
ets should be six; Margaret Thatcher conde-
mning violence; the Home Secretary (Labour’s
Merlyn Rees} returning from a spell in the Six
Counties to offer government support for an
increasingly militarised high-tech police force.

This is not an easy film to watch, Shot
entirely in black and white it seems longer
than its 77-minutes. But superb music adds
dramatic atmosphere and the message is
compelling for any media watcher or trades
union member.

JW.

The Year of the Beaver
bhsmva Spring, Faction Films
VHS video 77 minutes

Distn by Tha Other Cinema
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Campaign for Press and Broad-
casting Freedom

OBJECTS

* To challenge the myths of ‘impar-
tiality’ and ‘balance’ in broadcast-
ing, and ‘objectivity’ in newspapers
by campaigning for the genuine
presentation of the diversity and
plurality of society,

* To chailenge the myth that only
private ownership of the newspap-
er industry provides genuine free-
dom, diversity or access.

* To challenge the myth that the
present forms of ownership and
regulation of broadcasting guaran-
tee editorial independence, demo-
cratic accountability or high prog-
ramme standards,

* To carry out research and gener-
ate debate on alternative forms of
ownership and controel of newspap-
ers and broadcasting in order to
guarantee freedom from either
state control or domination by
business conglomerates, and en-
courage the creation of aiternative
media including those sympathetic
to the labour movement.

* To work for press and broadcast-
ing that are free of material de-
trimental to any individual or
group on the grounds of gender,
race, class, religion, sexual prefer-
ence, age or physical or mental
ability; and to seek equality of
opportunity and achievement in
the media for disadvantaged

groups.

* To encourage the development of
industrial demoeracy in the news-
paper and broadcasting industries,

* To encourage debate on the
implications of technology adv-
ances in the media to ensure that
the public interest is safe-guarded
and that commercial interests do
not override public accountability,

* To campaign on the general
principles in the Minority Report of
the 1977 Royal Commission on the
Press, including proposals for a
National Printing Corporation to
provide a competitive public sector
in the industry and a launch fund
to assist new publications.
)

& Staff Appeal
£10,000 urgently needed

Only £18,000 of the original

£20,000 Staff Appeal
has been raised so far.
another £10,000 is urgently

needed if we are to keep our staffing
levels up to strength.

With £1,500 promised through
monthly direct debits this would
bring the total to £29,5600, the
amount needed to pay stafl, and
cover office costa,

Donate  generously, through
direct debit, and encourage union
branches nnd other groups to make
donations.

CAMPAIGN
RULES

The AGM voted a number of important changes to

Campai

in bold below.

Aims and structure which are highlighted

The changes include incorporation of special in-

terest groups into electora

categories, and the

conversion of the National Committee into a National
Council which will be better able to concentrate on
policy and strategy for the campaign.

* To campaign for a reconstituted
Press Council to promeote basic
standards of fairness and access to
the press on behalf of the public.
The Right of Reply is fundamental
to redressing the imbalance in
press bias.

* To campaign for a reduction in
legal restrictions on freedom of
publication and increased access to
information through a Freedom of
Information Bill and reform of the
Official Secrets Act and similar
restrictive legislation.

* To campaign for the legal right of
access for publications to the dis-
tribution system, and a guaran-
teed right of display.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership shall be open to all
individuals and organisations that
support the objects of the cam-
paign, upen payment of an annual
subscription or affiliation free to be
determined by the annual general
meeting. The campaign's sponsors
shall be individual honorary mem-
bers with full voting rights,

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

An annual general meeting shall
be held on a date to be determined
by the National Council. Repre-
sentation at the AGM shall be as
follows:

(i) individuals — all individual
members of the campaign to be
eligible to attend and to vote;

(ii) organisations — all organisa-
tions affiliated to the campaign to
be invited to send delegates, as
shown below, in accordance with
the number of members on which
they are affiliated.

Number Numberof
of Members Delegates to AGM
Below 1,000 i
1,000-10,000 2
10,000-50,000 3
50,000-100,000 5
100,000 and over 10

All delegates attending shall be
entitled to one vote.

any organisation which has carried
a motion of support for the cam-
paign and which has also provided
practical and financial support
may be admitted at the discretion
of the National Council to a
separate category of supporting
organisation and shall be entitled
to representation and voting rights
at the AGM.

MOTIONS TO AGM

All members and organisations
shall be invited to submit motions
for debate at AGM. Notices of
AGM shall be sent out not less than
13 weeks before the AGM. The last
date for the receipt of motions shall
be 6 weeks before the date of AGM.
The last date for receipt of amend-
ments to motions shall be 2 weeks
before the date of AGM.

Ordinary motions shall be de-
clared carried on receiving a simple
majority of votes cast. Motions to
change these rules shall require a
two-thirds majority of votes cast.

NATIONAL
COUNCIL

A National Council shall be
elected at the AGM. The Council
shall be elected in sections.
Delegates may be nominated in
only one section but may vote in all
sections.
1. Individual members:

6geats
2. Members of the NUJ

4 seats
3. Workersin the printing and

allied trades:

4 geats
4, Workersin broadcasting:

4 seats
5. Other trade unions:

4 seats
6. Other organisations;

4 seats
7. Regional groups:

1 seat per recognised group
8. Special constituencies:

a) Black Group: 2 seats

b) Women’s Group; 2 seats

¢} Gay & Lesbian Group: 2 seats

Groups may be sel upby the
National Council under this
section subject to ratification by
the AGM.

Those standing for election in
this section must be individual
member of the Campaign.

5, oel'cmore iinl‘maﬂun °°?.‘§§t (it} Supporting organisations — Nomember or delegate may m;‘:{fs‘uww (ive each of 6 issues) 5
8 Poland Sireet, Londan W1V KEEP OR PHOTOCOPY THIS PAGE OROER YOURS NOW FROM:
@- FOR FUTURE REFERENCE @F Otfice 9 Poland St, Londan Wi ‘

stand for election in more than one
section.

Invitations to nominate shall be
invited not less than 12 weeks
before the AGM.

Nominations may be taken at the
AGM from withinany groupin
which 2 weeks before the AGM
insufficient nominations have
been received.

The National Council is the
body responsible for carrying out
the policy of the CPBF between
AGMs. The National Council, wil
meet 8 times a yearin January,
February, April, May, June, July,
September, October and
November. Atleast one of these
meetings will be held outside
London and will discuss the
problems and development of the
Campaign’s regional groups.

The National Council shall be
responsible for the immediate and
longer term planning of policy and
strategy of the Campaign.

The National Council shall
elect from its number a Finance
and General Purposes Committee
which will meet regularly as
determined by the National
Council to undertake such work
asthe National Council requires,
Decisionsof the Finance and
General Purposes Committee shall
be subject to endorsement by the
National Council.

The National Council shall
have power to delegate
responsibilities to sub-committees
of the National Council.
Decisions of such sub-committees
will be subject to endorsement by
the National Council,

The National Council shall
have power to co-opt individual
members of the Campaign.

The National Council shall
have the power to call Special

Meetings of all or any sections of
the CPBF membership where itis
deemed necessary for the
Campaign’s work.

REGIONAL
COMMITTEES

The National Council shall be
empowered to set up regional or
local committees. Individuals and
organisations supporting these
committees shall pay membership
subscriptions direct to the Nation-
al Council which shall be empo-
wered to make grants to support
the work of the campaign in the

" FREE

PRESS

BI-MONTHLY JOURNAL OF THE CAMPAIGN
FOR PRESS AND BROADCASTING FREEDDM
Circulation 11,500
Price 3p
SPAEAD THE WORD

Special offer to CPBF members, on bulk orders
to give, o sell, to your friends.

Dave Hoffman
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The unacceptable face
of the media monopolies

A National Committee resolution condemning the recent activities of
Rupert Murdoch and Robert Maxwell received overwhelming sup-

port at the Campaign AGM.

Speaking for the Nat Ctiee, Kate

olman debunked some of the myths
which have flourished since the
arrival of new technology in the print.

The cost of launching a national daily
remain prohibitive, she said. Even the
labour movement would be hard pressed
to find the £20-30 million it cost Shah to
start Today. What chance those whose
voice is never heard?

Existing media monopolies have “the
capital, the contacts, the distribution and
the dirty tricks to maintain their hold,”
she went on.

Tory laws favour those who already
control the media, and have been applied
with venom to support the News Interna-
tional move to Wapping.

“Cable and satellite television were to
have revolutionised the media,” said
Kate. “Yet who has bought them up —
Maxwell and Murdoch”.

“In Holland where new technology has
been in use for over ten years, not a single
new title has emerged to offer a more
diverse view.”

“And as for improving the lot of women
and black workers — it 15 no advance tobe
tied to a VDU in Wapping, with no break,
no health and safety procedures, and
without the protection of union agree-
ments.”

Bhe spoke of “severe censorship” of
journalists’ copy in Fortress Wapping,
and the cavalier sackings that have come
to represent Robert Maxwell’s style of
media management in London, Manches-
ter and Glasgow.

Mike Grifgfiths (NGA) said the Wap-
ping dispute was clearly not about new

technology but about “the basic exploita-
tion of labour in the service of capital —
faining a cheap and docile workforce to
uel additional profits through Murdoch’s
US media interests.”

“Nor is it a right-win[g ideological
stand. It is using political contacts in
pursuit of financial gain,”

“All the Fleet Street proprietors have
the same objective,” he said, “They only
differ in their methods.”

He called for active campaigning on the
right to strike, and the importance of a
merger between the print unions.

Both John Foster and Charles Tre-
mayne of the NUJ urged the Campaign
to extend its remit, since new technolo,
has imslications for broadcasting, the
arts and telecommuniations.

They reminded the AGM that within
days of lunching with Murdoch behind
razor wire SDP leader David Owen had
called for a similar assault on broadeast-
ing unions, and demanded that commer-
cial franchises should simply go to the
highest bidder.

“We are talking about freedom to
communicate,” said John. “Not the free-
dom of the market place, but the freedom
guaranteed by media run on the concept
of public service.”

ndividual member Pam Bradbury
admitted she had been fooled by promises
that new technology would bring diversi-
ty. Now she knew better.

Of those working direct input for Mur-
dochi she had this to say: “I refuse to waste
crocodile tears on the journalists behind
the wires at Wapping. They were awful
before they went in, and they are still
awful now.”
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® Defiance in the face of adversity — a sacked printworker displays the poster that says it all —
the workers who earned Murdoch his millions are sacked just to increase his profit margins.

® Printworkers get get it in the neck from
mounted police, outside Stalag Wapping.

MEDIA
MANIFESTO

The Campaign is to launch its own manifesto
for legislative changes to improve the quality,
diversity and accountability of the com-
munications industry.

A ‘shopping’ list motion from James Cur-
ran, outhining some of the demands the CPBF
will be making was remitted to the new
National Council for reworking.

in the run up to the next General Election
the Campaign should promote its ideas
among all sections of the labour movement,
political parties and other pressure groups,
argued Mike Jempson,

A draft Manifesto will be produced soon,
highlighting the need for a Right of Reply, the
Right to Report, the need to extend freedom
of information, prohibit media monopolies,
and to establish a national fund and facilities
to ensure greater access to the media.

The Manifesto will also tackle the issue of
bias, and the need for statutory enforcement
of constraints upon media proprietors.

Later this year Pluto Press are to publish an
extended version of the Campaign’s aims,
entitled “Bending Reality" and the debate on
the Manifesto will be opened up at a special
conference.

Members are encouraged to submit their
ideas, and to take the debate into their own
organisations so that as broad a spread of
views can be encompassed.

There has never been a greater need to
make the role of the media and the impact of
new communications technologies a central
issue in a General Election campaign,

Dave Hoffman
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A National

Council for the

CPBF

A Rule change at the AGM converted our

National Committee into 2 National Council.
It will meet nine times a year, instead of 12,

and London will not always be the venue.

The National Council will concentrate on
policy and strategic issues, with the Finance
and General Purposes Committee handling
the day to day practical and management
issues.

From now on regional and special interest
ﬂroups are guaranteed representation on the

ational Council.

In the short term this will be dealt with by
co-options, but the National Council is empo-
wered to authorise direct elections for up to
two seats for bona fide special interest
grours set up within the Campaign.

Fu IBdetails of the Rule changes, appear on
page 8.

The CPBF National Council for 1986-87 is as
follows:

Individuals

Alex Addo; Mark Hollingsworth; Preethi
Manuel: Geoff Sheridan; Marc Wadsworth;
Lesley Wood.

NUJ members

Simon Collings; Mike Jempson; John Jen-
nings; John H. Morgan.

Print Unions

John Beck (NGA); Mike Britton {SOGATI; AIf
Parrish {(NGA}; Mike Power (NGA).
Broadcasting Unions

Harold Brookstone (ACTT); John Gray
(ACTT); Tony Lennon (BETA); Giles Oakley
(BETA).

Other Unions

Mark Lilly (NATFHE}; John Monks (NALGQ);
Julian Petley {NATFHE).

There is one vacancy in this category which

will be filled by co-option.

Other erganisations

lan Jamieson {Solihuli Constituency Labour
Party); Loretta Roach* (Spare Rib}; Jane
Lipman (London Media Project); Alan
Richardson* {Hornsey + Wood Green Consti-
tuency Labour Party); Caroline Williamson
{Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament).

Thevacancy in this category will b filled by
co-option.

With only five women and three black
people elected, the National Council was
urged to ensure that a more balanced mem-
bership is achieved through co-options,

It was also proposed that unions nominat-
ing people for membership of the National
Council should be asked to ensure that their
selections in future are not exclusively white
and male.

*An asterisk * indicates those who served on
the cut-going National Committee, though
not all in the same categories.

Lesley Wood, indefatigable full-time
worker for the Campaign, has left {o
take up a post in the Press Office of
NALGO, the local government work-
ers’ union.

One of Lesley’s responsibilities has
been the promotion of the Right of
Reply. She ran the Right of Reply Unit,
assisting hundreds of groups and
individuals. April sees the launch of
the Right of Reply Pack compiled by
Lesley and offering a step by step guide
for those who sufier at the hands of the
media.

Members at the AGM paid tribute to
the long hours, hard work and positive
thinking that she has contributed to the
Campaign.

Lesley will continue to play an active
part in the CPBF National Council and
in the London Women's Group.

What price the future of broadcasting?

A radical restructuring of Britain’s broadeasting industry is urgently needed,
but not along the lines Professor Peacock has in mind.

Campaign worker Janet Whyatt, was calling for devolved power and accountability for
public service and commercial broadcasting in the motion she submitted to the AGM.

On financing the BBC she said: “I accept that
the licence fee is a regressive tax that hurts
those least able to afford it. Direct taxation
would be a better way of raising the money.
Although it does destroy the lmn%l arm rela-
tionship between government and the BBC, the
Real Lives censorship issue showed just how
short that arm alreacﬁr is."

Tony Lennon of the Broadcasting and Enter-
tainment Trades Alliance (BETA) urged the
AGM not to adopt the regulatory programme
outlined by the mover in advance of the Peacock
RePort on BBC finances.

“We shall need flexibility not rigid policies to
be able to respond to the changed circumstances
that will bring,” he said. “The government will
only be interested in our nimble-footedness and
our ability to gain public sympathy when the
report comes out,”

is union opposes zecurity vetting of staff,
censorship, and advertising on the BBC. It
agrees that special arrangements on licence fees
are needed to help the low paid, but it also feels
that consumers and workers alike are still
unclear about the issues at stake, hence his call
for caution.

“Many people in Channel 4 thought that
deregulation would open up diversity in broad-
casting,” he reminded the meeting. “There has
to be regulation, but alongside a willingness to
allow real diversity.”

“Remember how financial and commercial
considerations have affected the commissioning
of f.\roimmmes on C4,” he said.

n the end the outline plan for new controls
and financing arrangements for broadcasting
was remitted for the urgent consideration of the
new National Council.

Congratulations to Campaign worker Davy
Jones, on the birth of daughter Clare.

Recruitment is our priority over the coming
year!

John Barrett

Secretary’s Report

it has been a busy year for the Cam-
paign, said Secretary Simon Collings.

A crisis year at the BBC — with the
Real Lives censorship, M15 vetting re-
velations, the Peacock investigation and
the Rough Justice case — with the CPBF
winning many new friends for its work
on these issues.

On a broader front, the Campaign has
taken up the problems faced by black
Beople, Gays and Lesbians and the

eace Movement from hostile media
coverage.

It was the year of our first, and ve
successful Womens Conference, whic
has given a boost to the campaign
against media sexism.

We have begun to address medin treat-
ment of people with disabilities, and
involved ourselves in exciting new pro-
jects like News On Sunday and the

ndon Press Centre along with the
Greater London Enterprise Board.

And we were quick off the mark with a
video explaining the issues behind the
Murdoch move to Wapping.

“Women in Focus”, the CPBF guidelines
for eliminating media sexism, is already
into its first reprint. Launched in Febru-
ary 2,000 copies had been sold by mid-
March.

Over a year after the coal dispute
ended, “Media Hits the Pits" is still going
well with over 6,000 copies sold.

And 3,000 copies of the Right of Reply
Pack were ordered in advance of pub-
lication!

Student

Campaign
office volunteer an

New Anti-racism Code

member,

co-founderof people an

positive representation of black
other ethnic minor-

training and promotion for black
people within the media indus-
tries.

Among the activities the Cam-
paign is now pledged to develop

s
Alex Addo ©

“take action on racism”

the CPBF Black Group, Alex Addo
successfully moved the adoption
of a Code of Conduct on Racism.

Drawing up the Code was one
of the first acts of the Black Group,
he told the AGM, Hopefully it can
be used by trades unions, local
authorities, voluntary bodies and
media workers 10 help combat
racism.

Reaffirming the Campaign's
opposition to all forms of racist
portrayal, and racial exclusion
from the media, the Code calls for

ities in the media, to reflect the
variety and richness of their cul-
tures.

It demands a new use of lan-
guage to avoid racist terms, and
the production of resources to
help counteract racism in the
media.

And there is a call for integrated
casting policies to afford black
artistes a similar range of oppor-
tunities to those enjoyed by white
people, and support for equality
of opportunity in recruitment,

are anti-racist monitoring of the
media, and the formation of links
with other organisations working
against racism.

The Campaign will also assistin
the production of registers of
black media workers.

Finally, the Campaign is com-
mitted to seeking recognition in
the media for the legitimacy of
black people's struggles through-
out the world against imperialism
and colonialism.

CHI CHAN

“Power to the people”

Shadow Arts Minister Norman
Buchan MP, prefaced the broadcast-
in%l debates at the AGM with his
reflections on the turning point of the
communications revolution and its
implications for the Campaign and
any future Labour government.

“Both the Press and commercial broad-
casting share an acute accumulation of
wealth into a few hands. We are right on
the eve of a situation which seems out of
our control,” he said.

New technology and new legislation
provide Murdoch and Maxwell with a
chance to consolidate their hold on every
aspect of the communications industry.

“Such excellence as there is in broad-
casting has come from the regulatory
function of the BBC and the IBA, prevent-
ing commercial television from following
unbridled commercial interests. Com-
mulnity interests are served by such con-
trols.”

the Media,” he said. “But we don't get
freedom by removing the power of the
State. We need to transfer its power and
make sure that it is democratic and
accountable.”

After deregulation of television in Italy,
he said, instead of cne station there were
now eight, but less choice than before.

“Qur first priority must be to defend the
BBC,” he said, and described the “triple
orgasm” of Tory deliﬁht at the prospect of
rich pickings from advertising, the break
up of yet another public institution, and
the chance to get their own back on the
BBC for not being sufficiently chauvinis-
tic during the Falklands War.

On his own shopping list of reforms to
increase democratic control of the air-
waves would be greater public access and
equal opportunities at the BBC along with
worker representation on the Board of
Governors. And, he argued, satellite
broadcasting must be subject to regula-
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“People are right to fear 2 Ministry of

Rape and the media EUUZ LRI

The Sun’s treatment of the Eal-
in% vicarage rape, alongside its
soft porn Page Three and other
sexist garbage, represents the
very worst in irresponsible and
degrading journalism, said
Julienne Dickey introducing
her Emergency resolution con-
demning titiliatory reporting of

&

ile supporting moves by Eal-
ing’s Tory MP to gain statutory
anonymity for rape victims from
the time of an assault, she said the
real problem was the media’s re-
fusal to even acknowledge that
rape is not just a moral or criminal
matter.

“It has to do with the
institutional/organisational rela-
tionships between men and women
— power relationships which are a
political issue,” she explained.

And she cited the weighty deli-
berations of the Press Council on

ress coverage of the Peter Sutclif-
e case, which condemned gutter
journalism but had had no impact.

Intervening from the Chair,
Loretta Loach criticised = recent
article by jourmalist Linda Lee
Potter for suggesting that wormen's
liberation had caused an increase
in rape.

Lesley Wood condemned par-
liamentarians and journalists who
had tried to rubbish Claire Short
MP for making the link between

the depiction of women as objects of
titillation and violence against

@ Campaign worker Julienne Dickey
speaks out.

sexists

tion by the receiving countries.

Norman Buchan MP lays it on the line.

TR R H
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The “best antidote” to derogatory, anti-gay comments on theBBC“isa
sense of humour — and the ability to answer back in a similar vein,’
according to Mark Bonham Carter, former vice-chair at the BBC.

the Papers Say Awards.

Alternative Media Awards

“We need a high profile. And what better way than by
displaying a sense of humour?” asked Charles %rema e,
resubmitting last year's unsuceessful bid by NW CPBF to
launch alternative Press Awards.

This year they were lucky, and the Campai
members to start sending in nominations (with evidence) for
the Worst Journalist Award. Categories may include Worst
Paper; Worst Story; Most Sexist Story; Most Racist Stt;?';
Worst Provincial Story; Worst Editorial Decision (last year's
winner would have been Peter Preston for his treatment of
Sarah Tisdall); Most Politically Bissed Story(?) etc.

Given that most Press Award
white men, there were calls for a chance to nominate the best
women’s journalism, and black journalism.

A Consultative Panel is to be set up, and the first Awards
will be announced either at the planned charity benefit (now
delayed till the end of the year) or to coincide with the What

now invites

8 are given by white men to

women while promoting a Bill
aimed at eradicating indecent dis-
plays in newspapers.

Former Press Council member
Roper Mead (NUJ) also backed
the motion, through he felt the
Press Council could hardly be con-
demned for not having an impact
when it had no stntut.mx OWErs.
He said the CPBF should fight for
legislation to introduce a Code of
Conduct with a reformed Press
Council empowered to impose
xgctions on those who transgres-

Neil Crowley (N. Beds Labour
Party) spoke of the effect of Sun-
style journalism on children. At his
daughters’ school, boys caught gig-
gling over Page Three, used as
table cloths in a craft class (sic)
were told to take them hame by the
teacher!

Don Brind (NUJ, London TV)
spoke of the dilemma faced by
reporters and editors, having ago-
nised over how to handle two rape
stories on the previous night. “No-
one was 100% sure of what to do,”
he said. .

Along with Giles Oakley
(BETA) he asked women to
provide guidance on how to deal
with the issue.

The motion was carried unani-
mously.

Monitoring
Community
Radio

Richard Barbrook (Spectrum
Radio) failed to gain endorse-
ment of his motion welcoming
Home Office moves to licence
community radio stations.

Opposing it, Tom O’Malley won
support for Janet Whyatt's coun-
ter proposal that the Campaign
concentrate on monitoring the re-
sults of the government's first
tentative step towards deregula-
tion of the airwaves.

The results of the exercise,
which will include examination of
the impact on existing radio ser-
vices, are to be publicised in order
to stimulate public discussion,
since the government’s original
decision was taken without refer-
ence either to parliamentary de-
bate or to the communities that are
supposed to be served by the 21
stations that will soon be in opera-
tion.

Introducing a motion calling on
the Campaign to challenge heter-
osexism in that august institution,
Mark Lilley {(NATFHE) pointed out
that ?Iay people did not even get
the chance to answer back on air
to such crass remarks.

Bonham Carter did admit that
the humour in some comedy de-
pictions of homosexuals was “'un-
inventive' but denied “pandering
to gutter prejudices”.

BBC Chair George Howard
doesn't even like the term “gay”
which he considers “an Amer-
icanism which has impaired the
true meaning of this word”,

And the fault does not always
lie with reactionary elements
within the establishment.

Recently Peter Kellner of the
New Statesman repeated the fic-
tion that the Queen’s bodyguard
Cmdr Tresstrail had been sacked
“because of his homosexuality’.

This "explanation” first arose in
news bulletins of the time, replac-
ing the earlier official announce-
ment that he had lost his job
because he had been blackmailed
by a male prostitute

The Campaign agreed to seek a
mesting with the BBC

Campaign Finances

The Campaign’s income was up
by 53% to an estimated £56,000
this year, and expenditure rose
by 80% to around £47,000. The
balance of £9,000 is roughly
equal to the amount raised on
the Staff Appeal this year.

S0 we expected to be at
break-even point by the finan-
cial year-end, with a stock of
fast selling publications and
videos to help with cash flow
requirements, said Treasurer
John Beck.

Biggest single extra cost was
on publications. With more
papes and increased circula-
tion FREE PREE production
costs rose to £11,000 but well
within its revised budget. The
advent of advertising, and
more bulk orders, brought in
over £7,000.




Keeping up
the pressure

Over the past few years the
Campaign for Homosexual
Equality (CHE) has built up an
excellent reputation for orga-
nising lobbying campaigns
against impending legislation
which they see as having a
direct impact on the lives of
lesbians and gays.

CHE achieved some success in
effecting the removal of clauses in
what is now the Police & Criminal
Evidence Act.

Currently CHE is very con-
cerned ebout Winston Churchill’s
Obscene Publications {Protection
of Children) Bill, which extends the

CAMPAIGN
MONITORS
GAY
COVERAGE

Defend Gays

The Word!

During the first two weeks of
November last year the CPBF
monitored the nation’s printed
media, for their coverage of
homosexuality.

All national newspapers [ex-
cept the Star) and 200 local and
regional newspapers, as well as
about 30 magazines, were moni-
tored, and a report is currently
being drawn up by members of
the CPBF Lesbian and Gay Group.

Although nothing dramatic
happened that fortnight [Rock
Hudson was already dead and the
Cyprus spy scandal erupted the
previous week), it produced a
wealth of material, almost all of it
negative.

By a sad misfortune the Star
has escaped us. If anyone knows
how we can get to view that
raper's November issues, please
et us know! The British Library
are five years behind in filing their
papers).

We hope to have completed our

A FREE PRESS SUPPLEMENT ON MEDIA TREATMENT OF LESBIANS AND GAY MEN

In April 1984, HM Customs & Excise raided Gay's the Word,
London’s lesbian and gay community bookshop, and seized
142 titles.

On 6th October 1986 the nine bookshop directors will

report by the end of April, and a
fuller account will appear in the
next issue of FREE PRESS.

Thousands of lesbinns and gay men may pass
through Fleet Street — yet the event goes completely
unreported, The media refuse to pcknowledge tge
social and political importance of the lesbian and gay

Obscene Publications Act to broad-
casting, and applies a special test of
“obscenity” to anyihing put out

Lifting

;‘Ll:,g;i it_““der'lss might come appear at the Old Bailey on charges of conspiring to import Changing LTl S
Material on radic or TV, or indecent and obscene" material. soaps

available in bookshops, public lib-
raries or information centres,
would be judged not by whether it
was likely to “deprave or corrupt”
the average person, but b

whether it might “corrupt” a child.

CHE warns that the Bill, if
Fassed, would mean prosecutions,
or examﬂle. of feminist heslth-
care and childbirth books; of “know
[\;our own body” sex education

ooks; of anything which repre-
sents lesbian or gay male sex as
fun; or anything which explains
safe-sex techniques.

It will mean that “adult-only”
sex shops will become the only
source of explicit information —
good, indifferent, or foul,

And of course — page 3 titilla-
tion, sexist advertising, dehuma-
nised images of women and gay
men wont't be affected.

CHE has produced a leaflet on
the Bill which has been sent to 90
women's groups around the coun-
try and other relevant organisa-
tions. CHE is also advising its own
Campaign members on which
roint.a in the Bill to raise specifical-
ly with their MPs,

elsewhere.

and information.

Other groups opposing this Bill
include NCCL and, of course, the
CPBF.

On the Public Order Bill CHE
has also been extremely active. It
has produced a series of leaflets,
lobbied the Labour groupin Parlia-
ment, joined forces with NCCL,

The charges relate to works by such established writers as
Gore Vidal, Tennessee Williams, Edmund White, Jean Genet
and others — in many cases books which are freely available

This extraordinary attack by HM Customs not only affects
the lesbian and gay community — it threatens the basic right
of every man, woman and child to read what they choose.

The Defend Gay's the Word Campaign has set up an office
at the bookshop and has appointed a campaign co-ordinator
to organise work in the areas of research, publicity,
fundraising, sponsorship, lobbying, international liaison

Volunteers with interest and enthusiasm are eagerly
sought to help the Campaign. Contact: David Northmore,
Campaign Office, Gay's the Word, 66 Marchmont Street,
London WC1N 1AB,. Tel: 01-837 9456.

And of course all donations will be welcome!

and linised with black groups. It
has been particularly energetic in
lobb 'ng Ps on the “disorderly
uct” clause, which has now
been withdrawn.
CHE has also alerted its mem-

bers to the Local Government Bill.

Ted McFadgen

Consistent lobbying by leshian
and gay soap fans for gay char-
acters in soap operas (after all
we live in these communities
too) appears at last to be paying
dividends,

It has been revealed that the
social worker in the East Enders is
living in a lesbian relationship —
as are the two screen printers in
Brookside. One of the latter so far
appears to be the stereotypically
“man-hating feminist” who be-
haves in a fairly unsisterly way to
"executive women” — but indica-
tions are that both soaps will treat
the issue sympathetically.

This should give Mary White-
house even more cause for concern
about East Enders!

MEDIA STUDIES
get a going over
in the next
FREE PRESS
/ SUPPLEMENT

London
Lesbian & Gay
Centre

The Centre celebrates one year of combatting
homophobia and helping to build the capital’s leshian
and gay community on Wednesday April 9th. with a
session of special events from Friday 4th-Sunday 13th

April.

FOR FULL DETAILS OF ALL EVENTS INCLUDING OUR {)
SENSATIONAL GRAND BIRTHDAY PARTY ON THE ) -
9th, PICK UP YOUR SOUVENIR BROCHURE AT THE

CENTRE FROM APRIL Ist.

on homophobia

Whether in hope or grim determination, around 60 lesbians and gay
men attended the inaugural meeting of the Campaign for Press and
Broadcasting Freedom Lesbian and Gay Group in February.

They heard speakers explain how
they are fighting heterosexism from
witl‘-:in the media and from outside.

The so-called ‘liberal/quality’ press
don’t cover lesbian and gay issues
any better than the rest, said Nicholas
de Jongh from The Guardian. “If
things are hard on The Guardian,
where liberal, specialist attitudes are
supposed to be welcome, what hope is
there elsewhere?” he asked.

Nicholas’ welcome for the new
ﬂ'oug was endorsed by Margaret

itchie from the NUJ, who, while
recounting the significant achieve-
ments of the NU.J’s Lesbian and gay
Group (they have brought out two sets
of guidelines, one on coverage of
lesbian and gay issues and the other
on how to report more accurately and
sensibly on AIDS) recognised that
they would have greater impact if
they joined with others, She urged the
new grmﬂ: to “keep agitating for
change. Having had 200 years of
homophobia there is change and we
have to take up that challenge”.

Bob Crossman, deputy mayor of
Islington was the next speaker, and a
recipient of much media attention. He
had a wadge of photocopied press
cuttings, with headlines such as
‘Mayor and Gentleman Mayoress'.

He gave an amusing and very en-
couraging account of how he had
fought back — by issuing his own
press releases which included items
on lesbians and gay men, and by
having himself photographed along-
side children.

He fiﬁ}ln‘.s back in other ways too —
by talking to trainee journalists,
ostensivly about local government,
but other subjects soon get raised.

He encouraged us to take on the
local press, to demand franchises for
community radio, to get on the air-

BY SUE SHARPLES

ways, to use LBC, and not to see
ourselves as victims.

Philip Adams from the London
Media Project briefly outlined the
results of the Gays in Broadcasting
survey that had been presented to
lesbians, gay men and the broadcast-
ing hierarchy just a fortnight before.

“What it revealed bore out our
complaints even more than we
thoughtit would. Lesbian coverage is
one-twentieth of 1% and needs to be
multiplied by 100 to be representa-
tive,

“Gay men are stereotyped as
‘queens’ and criminals and there is
wholesale breaching of NUJ and IBA
codes as well as the Broadcasting Act
itself”, he said,

The last speaker, Melanie Chait, of
the ACTT (union of technicians in
film and tv) and a lesbian film maker
said: “We missed the boat with Chan-
nel 4, which was supposed to be
catering for minorities, but they re-
neged".

he urged us to lobby the broad-
casting channels, to demand a tv
magazine slot, a right to reply, and to
complain by 'phone,

In addition to those from Melanie
and Bob's list, other suggestions in-
cluded: a conference, setting up
heterosexism awareness training;
grocessing complaints to relevant

odies; encouraging trade unions
who are supportive; supporting les-
bians and gay men who are under
media attack; meeting editors of eg
The Guardian; and finally — finding a
way of instant response to media
homophobia and heterosexism.

For details of future meetings con-
tact Julienne at the CPBF office.

DEFINING OUR
TERMS

Heterosexism is the name given (o
the oppression of lesbians and gay
rmen. It incorporates an assumption
that heterosexuality is the only
normal, natural and morally decent
way of relating to other human
beings.

Within the media there operators
an assumption that everyone is
heterosexual unless the contrary is
stated {amidst general disapproba-
tion, sensationalism and mackery),
and that all readers and viewers will
share this negative view of
homosexuality.

Heterosexism ensures that un-
biased infarmation about activities
of concern to lesbians and gay men
is not disseminated, thus denying
us our right to control over and
access to information.

Heterosexism is the assumption
that deciding to relate sexually to
your own gender is the single most
important fact about you as a hu-
man being, and puts you in the
category of “other”.

Homophobia is the fear and
hatred of homosexuality and
homosexuals — arising out of the
fear of being close to people of
one’s own gender, instifled from an
early age through systematic expo-
sure to hetersexism,

The expression of homophobia
can take the most extreme forms,
including physical assault and mur-
der; media homophobia can be
seen as an incitement to this. The
mere threat of being labelled les-
bian or gay keeps men and women
within traditionally-defined roles.

Like all other oppressions, heter-
osexism is designed to keep people
apart and has an economic basis.

Lesbian and gay liberation is in
the interests of everbody — it is an
essential part of world liberation.




ARE WE BEING SERVED?

The bigotry of broadcasters was firmly established at
London’s County Hall on Friday 14 February when Are
We Being Served?, a report on their treatment of
lesbians and gays {the result of detailed monitoring of a
week’s radio and television, August 12-18, 1985} was
presented to and largely accepted by the representatives
of television and radio present.

The report covers Actuality (news and current affairs)
and Entertainment. MARK LILLY takes us through them.

The Entertainment study
stresses exclusion policy:
broadcasters still insist that
all the fictional characters in
The Archers and Coronation
Street, for example, must be
heterosexual.

Fame (BBC1) is meant to be
set in a typical drama school,
but all the men are straight.
The Streets of San Francisco
(ITV) makes no reference to
the fact that it is set in the gay
capital of the world.

The old arguments of the
broadcasters — that we are
offensive and/or evil — have
given way to even more pre-

osterous ones. Thus, Tony

arren, sEeaking at the 1985
Edinburgh Television Festiv-
al, said that black people and
gays could not be portrayed
on Coronation Street because
the characters would be bi-

oted and ITV couldn’t risk
roadcasting their prejudiced
comments!

The assumption is that the
characters are real people,
rather than the creation of a
band of writers putting across
their highly subjective view of
a particular community. In
any case, we have already
seen that the problem is easily
overcome. ere black peo-
ple are now represented in
soaps, racist comments are
either simply omitied or,{asin
Grange Hill) the racistismade
very unsympathetic.

Representations of lesbians
and gays are overwhelmingly
negative and often contemp-
tuous. In the monitored tv
coverage. there were 22 pe-
jorative references, compared
to 3 perceived as positive, and
9 as neutral.

The negative images were
based on two stereotypes: the
ridiculous/pathetic, and the
evil/perverted, with the first
categorz far more common,
Man About the House (C4)
used both verbal cues (‘hello
sweetie ... they've all been
gossiping down the ballet
school’) and physical manner-
isms (n hip-waving effeminate
barman) to generate ridicule.
In the drama series Invaders
(BBC2) the cliches of the lgay
antigue dealer (hand on hip,
limply holding a cigarette)
once again appeared.

The habit of derisive laugh-
ter is so ingrained that
humour can be generated
merely by random words and
phrases linked to society's
travesty-view of gays. The
mere mention of men wearing
earrings {(Wogan, BBCl)
caused audience mirth, as did

hrases like ‘Hello sailor' (The
o Ronnies, BBC2) and
‘fairy fingers' (Hogan, C4),
irrespective of content, timing
or relevance, They are some-

thing to do with homosexual-

ity, therefore they are funny.
Selem's Lot (BBC1) had a

mother talking with alarm ab-

out ‘one of those'. Victim (C4)

characterised gay men as con-

spiratorial, effete and pathe-
c

tic.

In The Boy in the Bush (C4)
a gay school teacher is de-
scribed as having ‘a secret
sin ... rotting his soul away.’

Many of these features were
also found in radio. Capital
Radio’s Fish Fryer's Hall is
especially offensive.

Woman’s Hour (R4), one of
the most heterosexists of all
programmes, had a dail
series (Bilgewater) whic
managed to ridicule both a
potential leshian relationshi
?n)d a gay relative (called Puf-

¥).

The second part of the re-
port (Actuality) deals with
news, current affairs and dis-
cussion programmes. Les-
bians and gays, are still bar-
red from Any Questions and
Question Time, unless they
agree to remain in their

closets, to prevent what the
Erevious BC Chairman,
eorge Howard, called ‘any

misunderstanding’.

All news on gay issues is
negative. Positive stories ab-
out the gay community — our
arts, festivals, publications,
demos, legal battles — are
never included.

But the right of the public to
know is always invoked if
another MP gets caught in a
public lavatory.

Broadcasters always_claim
that they merely reflect real-
ity. They act as objective mir-
rors careful not to offer per-
sonal bias or slanted views.
The exclusions mentioned
above give the lie to that.

So does the behaviour of

resenters when homosexual-
ity is being discussed. In the
monitorinF week, a telling ex-
ample of institutionalised
heterosexism occured in 20
Years On, chaired by David
Frost. He referred to gays as
‘nromiscuous’; asked the aun-

ience how many would be
unhappy to have their chil-
dren taught by homosexuals,
and was clearly disagreeably
surprised when only a few
hands went up. He said that
we are not ‘ordinary people’
(violently refuted by Claire
Raynor) and s]i)oke of a
woman as a ‘seli-confessed
lesbian’,

The Conference

The one-day conference was de-

signed to take account of the

report and discover what lessons

could be learnt for the future.
Professor Stuart Hall's open-

ing exposition was remarkable,

combining academic perception
with a personal commitment, evi-
dent in his anger, which was
powerful and moving to all those
of us who shared that anger.
“How could broadcasters bear to
be so insulated from social reali-
ties, so content to play over
endlessly the tired lies behind
patriarchy and heterosexism?’ he
asked.

They expend massive effort
‘mystifying themselves', develop-
ing a cult which panders to their
sell-importance. They defer to
the consensus. They are auton-
omous until the phone rings —
either in their office or in their
hends, The immense kaleido-
scope of human sexual experi-
ences is reduced toc one norm:
heterosexual  male-dominated
monogamy.

Lesbians and gays are char-
acterised as also of only one
variety — ‘the other’ — and the
differences between us are de-
nied.

This monolithic view — that
there are only two human types,
gay and straight — not only does
violence to the truth, but is the
broadcasters’ method of enfore-
ing social control.

or Haoll, hetercsexism iz so
deeply institutionalised
(‘armour-plated’, he called it}
that it manages to block out all
mainstream critiques and new
approaches to social questions
developed over the last 20 years.

In this climate, AIDS was a
Eeodsend; for the media it had

en chosen ‘as a general signi-
fier for the end of the world"
Everythin‘innsty and threaten-
ing — urban violence, earth-
quakes, a failing economy — was
somehow ultimately symbolised
in this disease. Bigots who had
been harping for decades on the
idea of homosexuality-as-disease
could not believe their luck to find
this 'guly plague’.

The fact that, as a Dr Harris
peinted out during the monitor-
mg week (Brian Hayes Phone-In,
BEC) “AlIDS is a heterosexual
disease which was, by chance,
moved into the homosexual com-
munity” has had no effect. Myth
is always stronger than fact.

Paul Bonner, C4's controller of
programming, braved an appear-
ance and, unsurprisingly,
attracted howls of derision at
freﬂuent intervals.

e was unable to explain why
C4 had reneged both on its prom-
ises and its legal obligation, to
rovide programmes for the
ar&g:t minority group.
y was there no regular gay
E'ogramme similar to Eastern
ve? Bonner had no answers,
and made no promises.

Clare Mulholland, the IBA's
deputy director of television,
made an extraordinarily impor-
tant disclosure. By law the IBA is
required to maintain ‘standards
of decency and taste’. The mean-
in]izls of these two terms is estab-
lished entirely by reference to the
remarks of those who make rep-
resentations to the IBA. She
conceded that is sufficient people
complained about programmes
like Blind Date (a game show
restricted to heterosexuals) on
the basis that such blatant heter-
osexism was indecent and taste-
less, then the IBA would have to
act.

(GGays on the rates

Scaregoatin of various groups as an
explanation for society’s ills is histor-
ically commonplace.

Lesbians and gay men have been
used in this way for centuries. As
tradition would have it, they were
responsible for the downfall of the
Roman Empire (to say nothing of
Sodom and Gomorrah).

Today the right-wing press use leshians and
gay men as an excuse to attack the left.

Any show of support by a Labour-controlled
council for gay people is immediately heralded
as good reason to discredit it; frequently the
story appears as an attack by a Tory
spokesperson, with seldom any right of reply
beinlg granted.

Of an Equal Opportunities post on Notis
Council: “Conservative leader Bill Bradbury:
“This is going barmy in a big way — it is
beyond belief.” (Bradford Telegraph & Argus,
10/4/88).

Of a service for local lesbians: “. . . a rotten
use of taxpayers money, " Clir Eric Sunderland
said, It is totally wrong to encourage abnorma-
ggies ... it's bloody nuts.'” (Daily Mail 15/6/

).

“County Hall seems to have a bottomless
purse for every [ringe groug that wants
money, whether it is to helg lesbians and gays
or buy dominces for West Indians” (Birming-
ham Evening Mail 19/3/85).

Deliberate trivialising and distortion of the
purpose of a grant is common. Linking one
scapegoated group with another is also com-
mon.

The election of a gﬁay man, Bob Crossman as
Deputy Mayor of Islington, provided a golden
opportunity for the media to have a go at
Islington Council.

“Angry Tory MP's last night hit out at the
election of a pay riﬂus campaigner as a
council’s mayor. Said MP Ivor Stanbrook ‘It's
ludicrous and it affronts common sense. ..
This takes the gay rights nonsense much
further than it was ever intended when
minority rights firat became an issue.’

scandal

Fellow Tory Ivan Lawrence said ‘After this
nothing surprises me about the Socialist Re-
public of Islington.’ ” (Daily Express 16/5/83).

“Have you noticed how nobody takes the
antics of the Loony Left seriously? How their
activities seem to belong to the world of
entertainment rather than the real world of
bread and butter issues? . . . at the end of last
week there was another example of the Left’s
compulsion for political comedy when an
Islington Labour councillor disclosed that he
would be the borough's first homosexual
mayor — with his live-in boyfriend as
mayoress.” (Auberon Waugh in the Daily Mail
20/5/85).

These “gays-on-the-rates” stories consis-
tently ignore the fact that lesbians and gay
men also paﬂ rates, from which they tend to
benefit less than heterosexual people, since the
majority are financially independent and with-
out children, Far from complaining about this
state of affairs, lesbians and gay men are often
?t thfl forefront of fighting for better conditions

or all.

It is not only the left who are attacked by
using lesbians and gay men — it is also the
peace and women's movements.

Dismissing the Greenham protest as “a
bunch of woolly-headed lesbians” serves as an
excuse for refusing to deal thoughtfully with
the issues of nuclear weapons and peace.

Castigating all feminists as lesbians and
therefore not to be taken seriously is not only
inaccurate, it also devalues the important
contribution of lesbians to that movement.

This kind of media treatment of lesbians and
gay men is deeply offensive —but all on the left
must be concerned about such tactics being
used to divide and discredit it.

Lesbian & Gay NUdJ

The NUJs’ Lesbian and Gay Group is alive and well and continues to fight in 1986
against biased reporting and media homoaphobia, by MARGARET MITCHIE.

In January this year, along with the list of conference resolutions dumped by most people, the
NUJ released its leaflet Reporting AIDS for Journalists. The leaflet is aimed directly at working
journalists urging them to THINK before they write, print or broadcast any material on AlDS.

With this leaflet the NUJ Leshian and Gay Group has consolidated its campaign around the
growing public concern over AIDS reporting — reporting which has both sensationalised and
trivialised the subject through headlines: ('Kiss of Death’; ‘I'm an AIDS carrier’; *‘AlDS baby
nightmare’); and such copy referring to homosexuals as 'sick, evil and inferior’ and to AIDS as
the 'homosexual "plague” ’.

This has alienated still further the gay community and has increased popular scepticism
about the ability of the press to report accurately and fairly on sensitive issues such as
homosexuality.

The five points outlined in this leaflet encourage journalists to be accurate: ensure that
information given is free from distortion, misrepresentation and falsification; be relevant:
sexual orientation should only be mentioned if it is strictly relevant to the story; respect
privacy: do nothing that entails intrusion into private grief and distress; avoid sensationalism:
resist the temptation to sensationalise issues which could have harmful effects; and make it
positive: seek to achieve wider, better and more balanced coverage of AIDS.

At the NUJ Annual Delegate Meeting in 1985, the Equality Council passed an emergency
motion on which these guidelines are based.

At ADM this year there is a comprehensive motion on AIDS from the Equality Council, ance
again via the NUJ LGG. It calls for, among other things, support for a national trade union
campaign on AIDS; protection in employment for people who are HTLV Il positive; equal
opportunities in house agreements 10 include the rights of gay workers; and acknowledge-
ment at all times that AIDS is a health issue and not a matter for moral condemnation.

This year the NU.Jis fighting forits life against the dictalorship of Rupert Murdoch and his ilk.

If more journalists take the bait, sign 'no strike agreements” and collude in other ways with
managements, then we lose the fight and what little strength and credibility we have built over
the {ears. In such a situation defending gay rights is low on the list of priorities. What we can
work for is a concerted defence of trade unionism.

But that means more gay journalists coming out in their own defence, and that of others.

Gay's The

Word

*On 6th October the literary trial of the 80’s will start at the Old Bailey.
There is a great deal of work to do over the next eight months. if you can
help please contact David Northmore at the Campaign Office, Gay's The
Word, 66 Marchmont Street, London, WC1N 1AB. Tel: 01-837 9456.”




